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£ NOBLE-MANS PATTERNE 
* Of true and reall Thankfulneſle. 


PRESENTED 


In a SERMON Preached before the Right Ho- 5 
nourable Houſe of LORDS; 


> At their late ſolemne day of thankſgiving, Tune 151 * 


1 64 3. Forthe diſcovery of a dangerous, deſperate and 
bloody defigne, tending to the utter ſubverſion of the Dan- 
LIAMENT andofthefamous City of Lonpow. 
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T hat We being delivered ont of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve 


him Without feare, n holine (ſe aud nome fe before him all the 5 
dayes of our hje. 
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> £8 F all Noble-men were as good and 
UW @) religious as they are preſented to rhe 

2/7 World in che Epiſtles prefixed to che 

\| L--* & Books that are dedicated tothem, we 
© ! [bould not bave ſo much cauſe to com- 
&> CA plaine of great mens Iniquities, or of 
poore mens fiatteries, S, Auguſtine in bis Booke of Re- 
traftations, Retrafts it «5 a great fault,that when he de- 
dicated a Booke to Mallius | heodorus,. be praiſed bivs 
morethen he deſeryed, tbough be confeſſeth that be was 
dodus vir & Chriſtianus,s Learned apa Chriſtianman: 
tt 4s none of the leaſt miſeries of great, gen, that they 
A} want 
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want faithful friends to tell them their vices as well as 
their -vertues. King Ahab had 4co. flattering Pro- 
phets who were the cauſe of bis ruine, Hence ts that 
old Proverbe, that there are on:ly two things that nzver 
flatter great mn, Death and Horſes, For Death ſei- 
2e:h upon great as well as ſmall. And a Horle will caſt 
downe agreat man as well as any other, if be rides not 
well, This Sermon ſpeakes plaine language, and this 
is theonly Reaſon ( for ought 1 know ) that it received 
ſuch kind agceptance, "for o:ber wiſe it wants that 
neatneſſe of phraſe, and eloquence of (peech which ſuch 
Noble Auditors are accuitomed unto, I have often 
beard of Great men, that complained upon their Death 
beds, that none would tell them of their faults, but ne- 
ver of any that complained hee was told roo much, The- 


Theos, Odolwus thegreat Emperour confeſſetb of S, Ambroſe, 


nor withStanding his ſepere carriaze towards bim, So« 
lum novi Ambroſium dignum Epiſcopi nomine; 
That he knew none worthy of a Bilboprick but Ambroſe, 

I6 is a cuStome to ſend Sermons out unto publike piew 


wnder the Patronage of ſome Noble-man or orber. 


This Sermon hath this preheminence, That it comes 
' «forth under the Patronage, and by the commands not 


only of one Lord, but of a Houſe ot {.ords. The Lord - 


make it to 05:aine tht end for which it was preached! 
That you (' my Lords) may mat? Jolhua's choiſc 
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TheE piſtle Dedicatorie. 


your 'choiſa, The ſubjef matter of the Sermon is 
every common and orainary, , But herein 1 follow the. 
example of Chryſoltome, who when he was made. 
Patriarch. of Conſtantinople, the first Sermon that 
be preached befere the Empcrour Arcadius and the. 
great\Courtiers, was a Sermon of Repentance. This 
is. the, meſſage thas 1 harve. received ( /aith Chrys- 
ſoltome) from my Maſter Chriſt to delicocy unto you. 
Repent for the Kingdome of God is at hand-: 
bw Hzxc autem non dubitabo vobis aflidue revocare 
| in memoriam. Hac neminem. rcverentes nc- 
| que potentesaut divites tymentes ad vos loquemur, 
þ 1 he Lord beſtow this great grace of Repentance upon 
| you, and inable,yor to ſerve God with all the ingre» 
| dicnts mentioned im the following Serwon ! Two things . 
| 1 wouid defire your Lordſbips alwayes to remember, _. 


1, That the beſt way of thankfulneſle for mers- 
cies received, isto ſerve the God of thoſe mercies, 
/ and to ſerve him with the mercies we receive from 
him, * 
2e That the beſt way forthe Houſe of Lords to 
proſper, is to indeayour carneſtly and faithfully to 
reformethe Lords Houſe, your own houſes,and firſt 
your ſelves. 
Some thitigs I bave added which were not preached, 
whisb relate $0 all men in generall as well as great men, 
nn See = which 
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which I then omitred for brevity ſake, bur bave here 
interſerted | hope without - offence, that ſo this Sermon. - 
which ts printed for a generall good, might have ſome- 

phingss in it tending t0 the good of all men as well as great 
Men. 


The Great God make the Houſe of Lords as the 
Houſe of the Lord wherein ſervice may be done to 
God, and for Gods cauſe, Soprayerh 


Your Honours much obliged 1 
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Edmund Calamy, 


THANKS-GIVING 
SERMON PREACHED 


Before the Right Honourable 
the Houle of Lords. 
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loſh., 24:15« 
But as for me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. 


ADE are here met this day to keepe 2 day of 
, [S Tharkſ-eiving, to keepe 3 Heaven up- 
Je on Earth, to doe that for a day,which 
is the worke of Angels and arch-An- 
J gels toalleternity. We have had ma- 
Mo a ny dayes of Hoſannah sand now weare 
2 IJ to keepe one day of Hallelujah 5.1t hath 
leaſed God of his great goodnefle to diſcover a dangerous 
and deſperate Plot, tending to the utter ſubverſion ot the Par- 
liament, of the famous City of London, of the Army, of 
the whole Kingdome, and which isabove all to the utter 
ruine of the true reformed Proteſtant Religion. We are 
here aſſembled ragive God the praile of this Deliverance. 
Now that this duty may be performed atter a pious and 
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Chriſtian manner tothe praiſe ofthat God. whom we come 
to praiſe, I have choſen this Text. For I am clearely of 
this-opinion, that asthere 15 no duty more excellent then 
this of Thankſ-giving. 

For it is the duty of Heaven, and not only ſo,. butthe 
preferment of Heaven, Itis a duty that honoureth God, 
and it is the higheſt honour that God can put upon us, to 
give us leaveto pertormerhis duty, It 15a duty that Adam 
ſhould have pertormed; though he had never tallen. Iris a 
duty that ſhall laſt for ever an4 ever. Itis a comely duty. Ir 


' 18aplealant duty. It 15 the higheſt expreſſton of ourloveto 


io 
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God : It is the ſureſt evidence of ourele<tion. ( Fer that 
man that loves the worke of Heaven upon earth;—ſhail-certarnely 
goe to Heaven when he leaves the earth. Now the worke of 
Heaven 15 to praiſe God.) It isthe only rent penny which 
God requires for all the bleſhags hee beſtowes upon 
US. 

And yet notwithſtanding altthis, T-concetve there is no 
one duty wherein God 15 more diſhonoured, or his name 
more prophaned then in this duty. The world 1s full of 
Thanking of God, bleſſed be God, praiſed be God.” But I be- 
ſeech yetellme. Are we not tormall in this duty « Doe 
we not content our {elves with the bare Carkafle, and out- 
fide of praiſes 7 Doe we not take Gods name in vaine, 
while weare bleſſing his nazie 2 Doe we not content our 
ſelves with a drop of praiſes for a ſcaof mercies? Do we not 

raile him with our lips, while we diſpratſe him with our 
os ? Are we not l;ke unto Actors upon a ſtagethat nozw 
play one part, and by and by a& a quite contrary part 7 
While we are at Chirch we leeme to cry Hallelqqah; and 
with the Jerwes to ting Heſannah, But afſoone as ever we 
come out of the Church, are there not many that will 
with the Jews cry Crucrfige,aCting the quite contrary part, 
and curle, and tweare prophanely by that God whom they 
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bleſſed at Church 2 The devill was the firſt that ever na- 
med Gods.name in Scripture, and one of the firſt that ever 
confeſled Chriſtro be the Sonne of God, and yet he was 
a devill forall that. It is a dewill:ſh thing tO praiſe God with 
our lips, and ſerve the devill with our Irves. Now therfore 
tor the avoiding of this great fin, and for the raiſing up of 


your hearts to praiſe God, not only with your /ps, but - 


with your /zves, I have pitched upon theſe words, which 
I may very well call, A rare plat-forme, and excellent pat- 
tern of true 49d real thankfullnes, For this 15 to thanke God as 
we ouglit to do for his goodnes,to become good our elves. 
Then wee praiſe God aright, when wee dedicate our lives 
to N1s praiſe, and become a people of his praile. 19ſiah did 
not only-offer-a-thank-offering , but he commanded Judah 
to ſerve the Lord God of Iiracl. It 15 not enough to thanke 
God for a mercy, unleſle we ſerve him with that -zercy. Ic 
15 not the{inging of a rhouſand Pſalmes will praiſe God fo 
much for this Deliverance as the 9107t1fyrng -, one luſt, Let 
the drunkard praiſe God this 6 a {acrifhcing up his drun- 
kenneſle as a Thank-offering. Let the {wearer and the A- 
dulterer torlake his {wearing and his Adultery, as a teſtt- 
mony of his Thankfullnefle, God hath bin reall in his 
mercies tous, let us be reall in our thankes to him. Let us 
with this famous and noble Prince in my Text enter into a 
ſolemne Covenant, and refoli:'tion for the time to 
come, in ſence of Gods go9dneſſe towards us for the. 
time paſt, to become the true and farhtull ſervants of 
God, and though all the world ſhould ferve {inne and 
the Devill, but .zs for you aud your houſe, you will ſerve the. 
Lord. | 
In the words themſelves we have two parts, 


Firſt, The ſubſtance of Joſhwah's choice ; and that is, 76 


ſerve Iehovah. Toſhnah doth not only chooſe to be ſaved by 
Jehovah, butto ſerve Jehovah. There is no man ſo wic- 
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bed, ' buthe would be lad wo'be Poeohng, Ge 
muſt knowrhar that man ſhall: never have C Ht 
Sivioxr, that will not have Chriſt for his Lorwar 
He that will not follow the example of Chriſts life, th dd 
ver be faved by the merit of his death. Tt Chriſt eva 4, M, 
Jacobs affe to guide thee to Heaven, he wall never becUme:- 7; % 
a$2 Iarohs ladder tocarry thee upto Heaven. © © | $7 

2. We have ſixxate circumſtances in Joſhi cho choice: IF 

Firſt, Thepzrſon that made this choice, andthat.is 
the chief Ruter of If#ael. 

2. : Thelatitude and circumference of this choice, 1 ae x: 
»y houſe, not hmfelfe without his Family, nor his-Family » 
without himſelfe. But hinſelfe and his Family: "And firſt” "2 
himſelfe, and then his Family. 

2. The firmncfle and ſtability of Tothuah s Koike; Wee + - 
will terve the Lord. Not only we 4effrero doe tt. But _ 2 
fully reſatvedro do it. WF. \ 4 

The. publickneſſe of 7oſh»ah's reſolntion. rolbudth: © : 
doth not only chooſe in his heart to ferve the Lord, but- 
makes open proteſtation and profeſſion of it, before all the. ir 
Lords and Commons of Iſrael. r1Fortheſt. words were ſpoken : _ 
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- Theſbeedinel[> of folbuns choice. Tolhian uerh&Iſe 
Pr be to : hide Le you this 4ty whon wil irves But-- & Ws 
as tor himfelte he was altea1y reſolved. Toſhga/ had -gor- * 
ms Religion tochooſeas many have, he did demurre.-- 4 
upontit, his choice was wrexdy made: po but as Y $5 
me and my houſe wewill ſerve the Lard.. EX 7% rn. + <p 
6... The ſingioldiit) Epos ICE. This But] 
dowie'by way of firioh, Cho OD 
: Frve the frac God ;orebe ds 
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-» wewell 4s "great meu to ſerve God, andto ſerve him with the 


- | Ro on, Whereinthe manner of doing is the chiefT halte of The 4 
Bent duty, andthat which makes: our r ſerving of God to be 2 "I 
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"neo che filſts] I will therefore ————_— NS j P 
dy fike into this'one doKtinell Concluſion, ©. © ©. 6 

That it is the duty of all men; ON Mer ffs uf ares Dot, Fw 

_ Joſhwal?! S, ſuchins ave Riilers and Nobles ton [foes 2 
© and their Families to ſerve 6 God reſolutely, fer ; Sa. 
& + re op poferer's rhe comeraty. => REES 7d. 
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1 heation, ' A DoAtine tharT have Poſen. norro _ your 
» heads with curions notions , bur to feaſt your hearts with ſolid 
nourifkment.Forthe Explicatory part, 1 Wall only propound 
things. #2 
Firſt, Twill ſhew whatiris to ſerve God. ME” 
Secondly, I will ſhew the neceffiryrhat lies npon all men. 2, 


golden circumſtances of the Text. 
Thirdly, I will ihew the necefhity rhat -lyes upon great _" 9%. 
men, as wellas others, and rather then others to obey this 
Text. is 
Firſt, What it is to ſerve God. 202 The giſt: 
For this you muſt know thar the ſervice of God is not dar hs; rhe 
-naturallaction, wherein the doing of the worke is all that {* _ 4 
| isrequired. As nothing isrequired ofthe fire, bur ro-burn, - * 
becauſe its a naturall ation. Bur itis an ation of Retio1- o 


S I 


"4 
P...* 
i 


FR 
1 


- Fweer perfume is not the ferving, but the right ſervire of 
God. Nowthe tight ſerving of God is to ſerve him AC | 
cordingto his owne Pireftimm, both for the matter arid the 
manner of his ſervice.” Itis a;maxime in natate, Every ma- 

_, Ner is tobe ſerved according 25 himfelfe commands and 

_ Hike {ervant 199-2 to his "uNT) how the wall te 
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him, he becomes his Maſters Maſter, In the civill Law a 
ſervant is ſaid to be 27g59wres, ſuch a one that ſuſtaines nv 
perſon, but is a dependant and adjunct to his Maſter, to 
accommodate his will to the will of his Maſter, Ir is a 
ſaying of Socrates, If there be a God he mult be worſhip- 
ped, and if he be worſhipped, he muſt be worſhipped ac- 
cording to his owne will, or elſe we doe not worthip him 
at all. Aoſes built the Tabernacle according to the pat- 
terne inthe Mount. And David when he built the Tem- 
ple, received a patterne of it from the Spirit of God in wri- 
ting. The nature of man 1s prone to worſhip God by 
Crucifhxes and Images, and by wayes of our owne devyi- 
ſing. Burthis is notto ſerve God, but to goe a whoring 
after our owne inventions, as the phraſe 15, Pſalm. 106.37. 
For indeed it 15 ſpirituall whoredome, and it 1s an exalting of 
our wiſedome aboye Gods. Ir is varne-ſervice, and there- 
fore cannot pleaſe God. Ir is will-worſhip and of no account 
with God, It is a ſervice that 1s ſo farre from bringing us to 
Heaven, thatit wall beeurle us of Heaven, This then 1s to 
ſerve God,to ſerve him according to his own way,both for 
matter and manner. | 

Now it you aske me ; What 15 that way waerein God 
would have usto ſerve him. I an{wer briefly. 

He that would ferve God ſo asto pleaſe him muſt min- 
gle 10. Ingredients in his ſervice. And indeed this very a& 
of Ioſhnah in chooling fuch a maſter as Jehovah, and in 
chooſing to ſtand under ſuch a relation as a lervant unto Je- 
hovah doth neceſlarily imply. 

Firſt, That 7oſhuah did not onely chooſe to ſerve God, 
but to ſerve him «xdividedly, to ſerve God and none bur 
God. Forinall Elections thoſe whom we do not chooſe 
we refuſe. And therefore Toſhua's choofing to ſerve the 
Lord doth imply, that he did refuſe all other Lords and 


maſters, This is plaine in the beginning of this verſe. And 


if 
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if it ſeeme evil to you to ſerve the Lord, chooſe ye this day whom 


s Je will ſerve, whether the gods, &c. As if he thould have 


ſaid. Ye cannot {erve the God of the Iſraelites, and the 
god of the Amorites together, Ye cannot ſerve God-and 
Idols. No ma, Woke Chriſt can ſerve two Maiters,Rc. 

2. Joſhua did not only chooſe to ſerve God undividedly, 
but alſo Everlaſtingly. This appeares becauſe he choſe an 
everlaſting Maſter. And for this purpoſe he tells the 7/- 
raelites,veries 19.20. Ton cannot ſerve the Lord for he ts a ho- 
ly God and a jealous Goa,Sc. If ye forſake him he will conſume 
you,&c. ASsit he ſhould have ſaid, If you intend to ſerve 
God, youmult never reuolt, but keep yourſelves conſtant 


for ever to his ſervice, for elſe hewill ture ad doe you hurt 


. and conſume you after he hath done you good, 


3. Tcſbua did not only chooſe to ferve God undividedly 
and Everlaſtingly, but alſo Faithfully and ſincerely. And 
this appeares, becauſe he choſe ſuch a Maſter, that is rhe 
heart maker and the heart ſearcher. This is the difference 
berweene the ſerving of God, and the ſerving of man, Man 
can but ſee the outiide, -and puniſh the-outſide, and judgerh 
of the inſide by the out{1de. Bur God is Spirit, and will 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, and judgeth of the out- 
fide by the inſide. And therefore Joſhua tells the children 
of Iſrael, verl.14. Now therefore feare the Lord, and ſerve 
him in ſincerity and intrath. As if he ſhould have ſaid, Tf 
you intend ro ſerve him, you muſt ſerve him in upright- 
neſſe, or elſe ye doe not ſerve him at all. For God re- 
quires good azmes as well as good adtions, and he ab- 
korres that ſervice though never ſo good, it the aime of 
him that ſerves him be not good, If a Wite ſhould dreſſe 
her {elfe in fine apparell to pleaſe an Adulterer, this aime of 
hers makes her action moſt abominable , Even ſo all thoſe 
that ſerve God, though never ſo exa&ly in outward ſhew 
iftheir aime be topleale men, or to get their own ends, the 
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Lord abhorres them and their ſervices. God abhorresan 
hypocrite more thena Sedomate,and therefore Hell is ProvVi- 
ded on purpole for hypocrites, 

4. Toſhua choſe to lerve God Iealouſly ; And this ap- 
pearcs, becauſe he chole to ſerve the /#1»g God, he did not 
chooſe to ſerve Idols, but to twrne from dead Idols to ferve_ 
the living God. Now the living God expects not only h- 
ving but lively ſervice, 1 Pet.2.5. A man may bealivin 
manand yet notlively, but God expects {vely ſervice, _ 
ſuch as are ative and lively in his ſervice, ſuch as are fer- 
vent in (þiris as ſerving the Lord, Rom.12.11. As .it he 
ſhould tay ; You are not fit to ſerve the Lord, unlefle 
you be fervent in {pirit, bo:{:ng hot in ſpirit, as the word 
ſtonifes., i 
5. Joſhua choſe to lerve God Reverently and reſpectfully, 


| And this appeares, becaute he calls himlelte 4 a 4 


though. never [0 dangerome, though never fo coſtly, Such . } 


God, not a ſorne, not a friend. Now you know it 15 anecefl- - 
lary ingredient 11 4 ſervant to keep his diſtance,and to carry 
himſclte reſpectfull of his Maſter, to ſerve him with reye- 
rence and godly feare, Heb.12.28. 

6. Joſhua choſe to ſerve God Chearfully and freely, For 
this is another property of a good ſervant, Pſa/m.100.t. 
Serve the Lord with glaaneſſe, Deut.28.47,48. We muſt 
make it our meate and drinke, our Heaven upon Earth to * 
ſerve God. | 

Seventhly, To ſerve him avligemtly and laberionſly + This 
is another property of a good ſervant , It is faid of the 12. © 
Tribes, That they ſerved God inſtantly diy and night, The % 
word inthe Greeke is, They ſerved God with an outſtret- _ 
ched neck. | 

Eighthly, To ſerve God Yn:verſally 1m all things, At all 
times, and in all places, and with all owr faculties, Firſt, 1n  ® 
all things, though never {o irratzonall to fleſh and blood, Þ 
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a ſervant was David that fulfilled all the wills of God. 
2. Asinall things, ſo at all r7mes , In time of proſperity as 
well as adverſitie, and in time of adverfitic as well as pro- 
{perity. For the God whom we ferve 1s the ſame in all 
times, he alters not, no more muſt his ſervants. 3. Inall 
places, in private as well aspublike ; For God is a Maſter 
that filles all places. It thou canſt find out a place where 
God doth not ſee thee, there it ſhall be lawtull for thee 
to ſerve the Devill. 4. With all the faculties of thy 
ſoule and body. This note of univerſality though it 
be a plaine one, yet is of marvellous conſequence, and 
it 15 both /eynluey and Hrexglix?r, It 15 the beſt drwifive 
difference to divide a Sheepe trom a Goate, And con- 
ſtitutive, to (conſtitute a taithtull ſervant of God, 
who 1s one that 2 all things, at all times, and 11 alh places, 
with all hi faculties grves up himielte ro Gods ſervice. 
That can fay as that Dutch Miniſter Baldazzar did to 
oecolampadine, Veniat verbum Domini & ſubmittemus ti ſex- 
centa (i nobis eſſent colla, Ler God (peake,andthough we 
had f1x hundred necks, yet we will make them all ſtoope to 
the obedienceot him, 

Joſhua choſe to ſerve God ALſolutely and Inconditionally, 
For God is a Maſter that cannot erre in his commands, 
and therefqre he muſt be obeyed without examining of 
what he commands, with blind obedience. Sufficzt pro 
univerſis rationibus Deus vult. This 15 reaſon ſufficient,the 
unerring God, will have it ſo. This 15 the beſt {1ghted obe- 
dience. Man may erre in his commands, and theretore is 


ro be ſerved with limitations and examinations. They doe 
befoole themſelves ( ſaith LaiFantins ) that follow the judge- 


ment of their leaders without judgement, which ts the propertie 


of Sheepe rather then of reaſonable men, Ir is a good ſaying 
of Sir Tomas More, I will not pin my ſalvation upon 
any mans ſleevebecauſe I know not whither he will carry it, > 
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God muſt be obeyed withour an If:with abſolute, incondi- 
tionall,unexamined {ubjection,this 15 to ſerve God asGod. 

10. Joſhua choſe to ſerve Godtranicendemtly and Angeli- 
cally.To doehis will on earth as it 1s done inHeaven.For he 
is Ichovah that gives beingto all,the greatGod of the whol 
earth, and therefore 1s to be ſerved with- ſuper ſuperlative 
ſuper tranſcendent ſervice, af v76e82an7 er; VrigBoni)r. 

Theſcarerhe 10.Ingredients of Toſhn.zs choice,thele are as 
a ten itringed Inſtrument to make our {ervices melodious 
harmony in Gods eares. Let us ſtrive to remember them, 
becauſe they are the foundation to the burlding thar fol- 
lowes, We live in anage wherein every man will pro- 
felle that he ſerves God. Bur I beſeech you remember 
that unleſſe you adde theſe 10. Ingrearents, ye doe not 
ſerve him, but grieve him. Ye dee not ſerve him, bur dove 
him 4ſervice, unleſle ye ſerve him undividedly, everla- 
ſtingly,fincerely,zealoufly,e>c. | 

Betore I leave this point I muſt adde one thing, Thar 
there are 2. properties of a «{ervant that muſt nor bein 
Gods ſervant. Firſt, a ſervant ferves his Maſter with a {la- 
viſh feare, but we muſt ſerve God with a godly feare, 
Heb.12.28. Secondly, a ſervant loves his Mafter with a 
mercenary love, he ſerves his Maſter as a hireling for his 
wages. Bur Gods ſervant muſt ferve God with a filiall 
love, He thar ſerves God only for Heaven, ſells his ſer- 
wice to God, as Pariſienſis {aith, Et eſt inter illam & Dew ne- 
| quedam, Not but that a true ſervant of God may 
have ah eyero the recompence of reward, as Moſes had , but 
he muſt have but one eye upon the reward, not both, and 
the letreye too; For our chiete and laſt aime muſt be ar 
Gods glory. And the reaſon ts, becauſe Gods ſervanrs 
ate alio his ſores and heires, and therefore as we muſt 
ſerve him with the ſubje&ion of ſervants, ſo we muſt 
ferve hin withrhe affection of foanes, Let us remember 
that 
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that we are his ſervants, that we may ſerve him withreve- 
rence, diligence and exact ſ{ubjection, but remember alſo 
that we are his ſonnes to ſerve him with filialfeare, love, 
hope and faith. And this isthe right ſerving of God , to 
ſerve him with a ſervant-like ſubjection,and\with a ſonne- 
like afte&tion. | 
The ſecond thing propounded inthe Explication, 1S to The ſe- 
({hew the neceſstty that lies upon all men as well as great men t0 cond part 
ferve Goa, and to {erve hum with all theſe Ingredients, :For mf 
though Joſhua did freely chooſe to ſerve the Lord, yet it 
was not free tor 1oſhrato choo'e whether he would ſerve 
God or no. For we are all bound to doe God homage 
and ſervice. This 1s promnm and totum officium homing, 
T his is the chiete and the whole of man, Ecclel.12.laſt. We 
> 4+ are all bound to this ſervice by a 6.told bond, 
Firſt, by the bond of Creatzon. It 1s a fundamentall er-. x, 
-__. rourto think that we are borne chiefely and ultimately to 
ſeeke our own happineſſe. God made man to ſerve him, 
and to ſeeke his owne happineſle in Gods happinefle, and 
his owne glory in Gods glory. It is God that hath made 
us, and not we ourſelves, we are his workemauſhip, and 
therefore i 15 our duty to improve all our parts and gifts 
to the ſervice of that God from whom we have received 
all. As all Rivers returne tothe Ocean from which they 
firſt came. And as Aulius Fulvius aid to his fonne when 
he found him inthe conſpiracie of Catil;ze, Non ego te Ca- 
'  tiline genut ſed patrie. So doth God lay to every man, 
| I did not give thee a {oule and body to ferve finne withall, 
* but to ſerve me withall. @wuot membra 10t ora, {0 many 
members of our bodies, ſo many faculties of our foules; 
44 fo many monthes to call upon us to ſerve God withall. 
Secondly, Ir is our duty to ſerve God, not only tor our 
own creation, but for the creation of the whole world. For 
God made all the world to ay man, and man ache 
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him with all the world, and for allthe world. He made 
the Sunne, the Moone, the Fire and the Water,e7c. to be 
ſerviceableto man, and therefore man muſt ſerve God,be- 
cauſe he hath given all theſe to his uſe, and he muſt ſerve 
God with all theſe, improving them all to his ſervice. 
uot creature, tot ora, {0 many creatures as there are 1n the 
world, ſo many mouthes to call upon us toſerve God,.and 
to ſerve him with all the Ingredients before named. 

Thirdly,We are bound by thebond of Redemption. For we 
are therefore delivered out of the hands of our enemies by Teſts 
Chriſt, that we ſhould ſerve him in holineſve and righteouſneſſe 
all the dayes of owr life. Quot 1n1mici, tot ora, So many ene- 
mies as we are freed from by the death of Chriſt, ſo many 
mouthesro call upon us to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt. And in this 
ſence the very Deviil himſelte, and Hell it ſelfe ( as we are 
redeemed from them ) doe call upan us to-ferve God, and 
to ſerve him faithtully,g7c. | 

Fourthly, We are bound by the bord of Santtification. 
For thus 15 the end of our fanctification, "That we might 
have grace to ſerve him {ſo as to pleaſe him, Heb.12.28. 
Lot grate, tot ora, {oy many graces45 God hath planted in 
thee, 10 many mouthes to call upon thee to ſerve God. 
For who goes to warfare at his owne charge? ſaith the Apo- 
{tle, Who plant eth a1 Tneyard and eat eth not of the frut there- 
of ? Who feedeth a flock and eateth not of the milk of the flock ? 
It God hath planted the graces of his Spirit in thy ſoule, 
he lookes to reape the fruit of his 6wn plantation and huſ- 
bandry by thy holy ſerving of God. 

Fitthly,We are bound by the bond of Gratitude. uot be- 
neficia,tot ora, 10 many mercies as we have received from 
God, fo many mouthes to call upon us to ſerve God. For 
every Mercy 1s as a zeedle, {aith-S. Auſtin, to ſow God and 
Man together. Man and God are ſeperated by diſobe- 
dience, but mercy is as ancedle to ſuw God and Manto- 
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ecther againe by obedtence. And therefore God makes 
the deliverance out of Egypt to bea forcible motive to the 
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keeping of the ten Commandements. I am the God that 


"brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, Therefore thon ſhalt 


have none other gods but me "Wy 7 herefore thou [halt | keepe_s 
holy the Sabbath day, &c. So muſt the deliverance wee 
celebrate this day. It muſt be as a golden Cord to tye 
us*to ſerve God more devoutly , more reſolyedly then 
ever. Every Deliverance binds the delivered accor- 
ding to the quantity and quality of the Deliverance. 
God hath given us Deliverances of all {orts, and ot all 
ſ1zes for to oblige us to his ſervice. Wee have had 
temporall and ſpirituall Deliverances, old and new De- 
liverances. Theſe two laſt yeares have been made up 
all of Deliverances, And to f{inne willingly againſt God 
after ſuch Deliverances as thele , 15 a ftnne-that- takes 
away all excuſe, Ezra. 9.10. What ſhall we ſay after this, 
for we have ſinned againit thee, q.d. We have nothing 
to ſay. And it 15.4 {inne that will bring univerſall and 
utter deſtruction, according to that Text, Ezra.g. 13 
14. Seeing thou O God haſt given us ſuch a Deliverance_ 
as this, ſhould we againe breake thy Commanaements, woul- 
deft thou not be angry with ns, till thou hadaeſt conſumed 
25, ſo that there ſhould be noremnant nor eſcaping. He that 
doth not ſerve God the better tor this Deliverance, it 15 pit- 
ty he was delivered. | 

6. Weare bound by the bond of Covenant. Quot promiſ- 
ſrones,tot ora. SO many Vowes and Covenants we have 
made with God, ſo many mouthes to call upon us to ſerve 
him. When we were baptized weentered into a {olemne 
Covenant to renounce the Devilland all his workes, and 


to be Chriſts faithfull Souldiers unto our lives end. And 


every time we receivethe Sacrament of the body and bloud 
of Chriſt, we renew our vowes and covenants. And it 15 
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not a weeke fince Ye entred into into 4 ſacred and ſolemne_ 
Promiſe to amend your lives. The Vow of Godis upon you. 
Andtherefore I may fay as Chriſt doth, Grvennto God the 
- | things which are Gods. If ſervice be not due doe not give it 
him, but if it be duet 15 injuſticeto deny « him. We are 
all [ervi pati, ſervi empti, jurati.f ederati, conſecrati, conducts. 
Weare all the borne ſervants of God, and better we had ne- 
ver been borne, if we doe not ſerve him. We are all the 
Phil.:.7, bought Servants of God, Chriſt hath bought us with a dear 
price, even with his owne precious bloud, he became not 
only a »2ar, but a ſervant, to buy us to 'be his ſervants. 
We arethe purchace of Jeſus Chriſt, andit is a high act 
of Robberie to deprive him of his purchale. We are the 
ſworne Servants of God, and we are for{worne if we doe 
not ſerve him, and ſervehim aright as we ought to doe. 
We have taken a Covenant to ſerve him better, and we are 
Covenant-breakers, it we doe not ferve him,w hich is oneof 
Rom.1.31 the black-marks of a Reprobate. Weare conſecrated tothe 
ſervice of God, and dedicatedto him by our baptiſme, and 
therefore it is a {in of ſacriledge nor, ro ſerve him. We are 
all the hrred ſervants of God. All the bleflings and mercies 
14 we receive daily from God are nothing elle, but Gods 
q  preſſe-monyto hire usto ſerve him, and it is a ſhame to re- 
! ceive {uch great wages and to doe no ſervice for it. And 
| thus you ſee whata great neceſhty lies . = all men,as well 
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as great men to ſerve God. 
'T he third 


. The third thing propounded for Explication 1s, To 

pare's the 

Explicatis [Þ&W the neceſſitie that lies 1p0n great men 113 particular to ſ/ erUe 
11 Whygreat God, andtoſervehim with all thoſe Ingredients, and with 


3 men are 


 Mraxamrmgna all the circumſtances; of Toſhuch's choice. Great men are 
| ſerve God boundto ſerve God as well as others, andro ferve God ra- 
as well as therthen others. Firſt as well as orhiles: 


otacts. 


= Firſt, Becauſe they are Gods creatures as well as others. 
Bound by the ſix-fold bond before named, as well as 0- 
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chers,they are ſervi nati,ſerviempti, cc.and therfore unjuſt. 
perjared and ſacrilegions, it they withdraw themſelves from 
his ſervice. 

Secondly, They muſt dre as well 2s others, and death 
makes all equall. Pzogeres could find no difterence in the 
Pry berweene the bones of King Philip and other men, as 
1c told Alexander the great. 

Thirdly, They muſt appeare and ſtand before God at the day 
of Indzement , to give an account as well as others , Re- 
vel. 20.12. 1 ſaw the dead great and (mall tanding before_> 
Goa. 

Fourthly, There zs no man ereat 1n compariſon of God. 
Though a man may be ſaid to be great in compariſon of his 
neighbour, yet in compariſon of God all the workd is but 16 o, 15. 
4 s the drop of a bucket. And if all Afia, Africa, Europe and 

Americabe but asthe drop of a Bucket.in compariton of. ,,,, F 

God, what a little drop of this drop 1s one great man. : 

There 15a greater nearenefle berweene a King and a toad? 

then between a King and God. For Toades are Gods crea- 

tures, and ſo are Kings, and both finite ; but there 15 an 

infinite diſtance between the great God, and rhe greateſt 

Kmg. 

As great men areto ſerve God, as wellas others. Soal- 
» ſforatherthenorhers. And that becautfe, 
Firft, They have more reaſon then others. God hath ad- ge 


: why great 
vanced them above others in dignity, honour and wealth, me are co | 
andtherefore he expecsthey ſhould: bring more honour to {*r'* God- 


rather ths 


| © himrhenothers. A King looks to be acknowledged by 1... 
ſ— all, buteſpecully by Hoke whoare his Creatures. And 
therefore Ceſar cried ontto Bratws, & twfili! What thou 

».}+ myſonne? Sothoſe whom God hath exaked 'and made 
as it were gods upon Earth, he Tooks that theſe gods ſhould 
not ſervethe Devill, which would be a paradox beyond * 

expreſfron, The higherthe Elements are the purer they 
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die as from the Sunne. It God have made thee one of the 


Ecd.7.11, accounable. The Wiſe-man tells us, Eccleſtaſt. 7.11, b 


grear lights of the world ; he lookes thou ſhouldeſt ſhine 
and out-ſhine others 1n holinefle and righteouſneſle. Ir 1s 
a wicked opinion that 15 ſpread abroad in the world, thar 
the greater any man 1s, the leſle [ervice he need doe unto 
God. Hence it i5 that it we obſerve any little ſparke of piety 
in great perſons, We are ready to behold it as a blazing 
Commet, and tocry it up 1n the ſuperlative degree. Bur 
the truth is, the golden Ruteot Chriſt teacheth us other- 
wiſe, To whom much is given, (laith Chriſt, Luk.12.47.) 
much is required, And you your ſelves require moſt ſer- 
vice ofthole {ervants to whom you give moſbwages. God 
did not require te tallents of him towhom he gave but five, 
but he requured ter ot himto whomHhe gave ten. All crea- 
tures thenearer to God the more pertectthey are, the An- 
gels more excellent then men, and the eſſence of men more 
excellentthen beaſts, and beaſts then plants, &c. So the 
nearer any man 15to Godin power and greatnefſle, the bet- 
ter, purer and hoher he ought to be. Infomuch that it is 
reckoned asa great aggravation, That the hands of the Prin- 
ces and Rulers were the chiefe inatreſpaſie, Ezra 9.2. Their 
being Rulers did not excule, bur increaſe their fault. And 
Teremy tels us, Jer.5.5- That he would goe tothe greatmen, to 
ſee if the way of the Lord, as expecting more goodneſſe from | 
them then others. Of which whea he failed, he threatens 
greater judgements againſt them then others. : 
Secondly,As great men have greater reaſon then others. 
Sothey have greater abulities and opportunities to ſerve God 
then others. Now every ability and opportunity is a talent 
with which weare betruſted, and for which we muſt be 
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That wiſdom is good with an » Inheritance. Wifdome is good 
without ap. 11heritance. | But it cannot doe ſo much 00d 
when it isſeared in apoore man, as whenit is joyned with 
an inheritance. When divine wiſdomeand honours meer 
together, they arelike apples of Gold in pictures of filver, 
Riches and greatnefle have made many good men bad, but 
never any bad man g00d, and yet they PUT a Price 1 18004 
mans hand to doe much o00d. AS Aa good mil{icall Inſtru- 
ent doth not make a s&iUifull Muſitian, but a ke [full Muſitt- 
an Can play better upona good inſtrument then upon 2 bad 
one. It the man be gracious and religious that is great and 
rich, he will make {weeter harmony >and melo dy ia Gods 
eares, thenit he were poore andina low eſtate. Ir is not 
to be expreſled whar attractive power there is in the good 
examples of great mento wake others good. Great men 
are like unto Jooking-glaſles, according to which all the 
Country creſle themſelves, and if they be good looking- 
glaflesthey doe a world of 500d. When Criſþus the chiefe- 
Ruler of the $ yn4gogue beleeved,many of the Corinthians hea- 
1487 of it, beleeved alſo, Act.18.8. When Shechem and Ha- 
»or were Circumciled, they quickly perlwaded their peo- 
ple to be circumciſed alſo, Tojbual/'s example in my Text 
made all 1/rael enter into Covenant to ſerve God, And it 
the great-men and the rich-men. of the Kingdome would 
appeare in more number, and more Couragiou uſly and reſo- 
ILtely in the great cauſe ofthe warre now undertaken by the 
Parliament, How quickly would the whole Land arite as 
one man to take part with them. What mighty load- 
ſtones were Nehemiah, Ezra and Zerwbbabell to draw thou- 
ſands of peopleto goe with them from Babylon to Ieruſalen 
to rebuild the Temple, So much for the Explicatory 


." for the Ule and the AppIcRReA. And here. I 


will appl im elte. ir(t O All INCN 11) £eEnecra 10 


iſe of Re» 
nf 'C. aciatio, 


k 


. 
. — monde 
ECL CEL CET A i = 


_ 4 
mr 


- 
. v 
- _ - w—_—_ J 
-— Fo AC 
_ 
ves = Pe ' 
4 — - —— . 


— 
-— 44. 


Cn 


— 


—_— 


nkſ"gi) ving Serm on Preached 


Tha 


JAY — DA. A. 


" je EI 


| 


—_— - PE = 
»- _ 


{ Firſtroall 
' men not 
excluding 
great men, 


” © 
 — 


I Cor-7, 
23. 


'Thus 411:- 
broſe. 


Thus 
Ch1 y{q« 
fiomc. 


1oh.1$.19 


——_—S__—— | -——_ OE ICE 


excluding grear-men. And ſecondly, Togrear-men in par- 
ticular, and yet not excluding other men. 

Firſt, To all in generall. 

This Text ſpeakes a word of Reproofe to all thoſe that 
make a quite contrary choiſe to Joſhuah's choice, that 
chooſe to {erve other Majzers and notthe Lord. And of theſe 
there are4 {orts. 

I, Such as chooſe to ſcrve men and not the Lord, The 
Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor.7.23. Teare bought with 4 price, bee 
not ye the ſervants of men ; which words doe not forbid the 
civill relation and ſubjection of a ſervant to his Maſter, but 
they reproove two ſorts of men, 1. Such 35 ſubje& 
their Con(ciences tothe ſuperſtitious inventions of men in 
Gods worſhip, that build their Religion upon mans bare 
authority. Such ſervants areall the Papiſts that build their 
Religion uponthe Popes intallibility : theſe are ſervants of 
men. _ 2. Such as art ſervants to the luſts of wicked 
men, that (erve men when they runne 1n a croſle line to 
Gods will. Such were the Subjects of Nebuchadnezzar, 
that at the command of the King worſhipped the golden 
Image, and ferved the King and notthe Lord. Such was 
Pilate that for feare of diſplealing Ceſar, delivered up 
Chriſt tobe crucihed, though he knew him to be inno- . 
cent. And would to God we had not many amongſt us 
that ſell their Conſciences, their Religion, and their Sal- 
vation to be panders to the luſtfull, covetous an4 ambiti- 
ous defires of great men ! Such were the Nobles of Cam- 
byſes. Cambyſes had x luſt to marry his owne fiſter, he 
ſends forall his councell and asketh, Itthey had any Law 
in Perſ4ato allow himto marry his ſtſter © They anſwered. _ 
Thatthere was no ſuch Law. But yet there was another 
Law, That the Kinzs of Perſia might dee what they 11;t. Theſe 
Nobles were {lavesto the luſt of Camiyſes, And ifwehad 
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warrs would quickly be at an end. Alexander had two 
friends * Hepheſtion and Craterus. Oneloved him as a man, 
the otheras a King. Hethar loved him as a man, labou- 
redto ſatisfe the Kingsluſts, and to pleaſe him as a manin 
all his defires, whether lawfull or unlawtull. He "= lo- 
ved him as a King, Cefired to pleaſe him in ſuch things 
which were juſt, and which tended to the Kings honour 
and thepeoples ſatery. Now I demand which of theſe two 
were Alexaxaers beſt friend 2 Our Soveraigne X17g hath 
two ſuch kind of friends, Two ſuch kind of friends had 
Rehoboam, ana by hearkning to his Young-men and refu- 
ſing the councell of his old and grave Councellours, he rut- 
nated himſelt and his poſterity, which God torbid our King 
ſhould do. | 
Secondly, I am to reprove ſuch as choſe to ſerw'e the 
tzmes and not the Lord, that change their Religion wth the 
times ; That will be fuperſtitions, it the times be ſuperſti- 
tious, and devout or Atheiſticall, according to the times, 
whole Religion 15 like a peece of waxe to be monlded into a- 
ny frame, according as the tumesalter and change. Such 
werethe Samaritans, that when the Jewes were in proſpe- 
rity would proteſle themſelves to be of theJewith Religion, 
bur when the Jewes were in adverſity, they would diſ- 
claime them and their Religion. Many ſuch Samritans 
amoneſt us, that in King Edward the ſ1xt's dayes turned 
Proteſtants, inQueene Marzesturned Papiſts,and in Queen 
Elizabeths dayes turned Proteſtants againe, There are 
thouſands in this age that are Time-ſervers and not God-ſey- 
vers. Many (uch Miniſters, and many ſuch Magiſtrates, 
many ſuch people; I have much thought of two wicked 
ſpeeches, roo too much practiſed intheſe our dayes. The 
one is of a deepe Polititian. That it was good to follow the 
truth, but not too neare at the heeles, leaft it daſh out our brarnes. 
Thereare many fuch that would beglad roſeemeto be re- 
D 2  ligtous, 
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ligious, and to owne the cauſe of Religion, which is now 
aſſerted by the Parliament, but they are afraid roowne 
it t00 publikely 'or to00 zealouſly, for feare it ſhould han= 
der their preferment, and daſhoutthe braines of their pro= 
motions. Another ſpeech 1s that of the King of Na- 
wvarre ® Beza, That he would launch no farther into the Sea 
of Religion, then he might be ſure to returne ſafe into the Ha- 
Ve, This is the true prifure of a Time-ſerver, todive no 
farther into the deepes of Religion, to appeare no farther 
in this great cauſe of Religion, then he can be ſure to fave 
| his eſtate, and to ſave his carcafſe. I read of the men of 
* +chron, Iffacar, That they were wiſe to underitand the times, to know 
+. x2:3-, what I{racl ought todos, It 1s wiledome to obſerve times, {© 
[i as to know our duty. But it 15 damnable wickednefle to 
ſerve the times and not the Lord, to ring changes as the 
times change. 4 

3. 3. To reprove ſuch that choole-to ſerpe themſeloes and 
ot the Lord, Thar ſet up themſelves as God, and doe 
whatſoever1s good intheir own eyes, and make their wills 

their Scripture. This 1S evieSuaziz and avronaheie, This is (elfe 

F worſhip, and felte Idolatry, which 1s the greateſt Idolatry 
'Y' of all. Its the greateſt curſe under Heaven for God 
to give a man over to [umlelte to live as he liſt, Pſalm.$1. 
L1,12. Ro7m.1.26, I have read of one fgiven over to the 
Devill for his good, but never of any given over to him- 

* Ls wh ſelfe but for his damnation. And therefore Auſtin pray- 
| Domine « Eth,Lordd.liver me frommy ſelfe ! Let it be our prayer, Lord 


if 31Cor.s.5 
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4 Fourthly, I am to reprove ſuch that chooſe to ſerve /inne 
lf and not the Lord. It 1s one thing to be a {i#2er,another thing 
Mt . to- be a ſcrVant of finne. A fervant of finne, is one thar 
Wi |; gives himſclte over to the ſervice of finne, that is bound 
rpprentiſe to ſinne. Obſerve the difference betweene Paul 
and Ahab. Paul was fold under finne, but K was againſt his 


will 
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will. But Ahab ſold himſelfe willingly to worke wicked- 
nefle. Many ſuch Ahabs that ſerve ſinne as the Centurion 
ſervants {erved him, If ſinne bid goe they goe. Such a ſlave 
was Herod to his Herodias, Felix to his Druſilla,” Such ſer- 
vants are {wearers and drunkards, that are at the ſervice of 
their Oathes and Cups. There are many men that are 
flavesro the Mammon ot iniquity. That doe not only poſ- 
feſſe money, but are poſdeſſed of money, that are had of money, 
that with Iudas will fell Jetus Chriſt himſelte for 30. pee- 
ces of ſilver. There are many that are ſlaves to their pre- 
ferments, that lay with Agrippina concerning Nero, Pereans 
ego modo tle imperet, That fell their part in Heaven to get 2 
ſirtle honour here upon earth. And to ſpeake my mind 
plainely, there are twa finnes which are as two mighty 
Loadſtones to draw hundreds from the Parliaments {1de. 
Covetouſneſce and Ambition. Could the Parliament feed 
theſe ſknnes as well as they are fed at oxford, our mi- 
ſerable diſtractions would quickly be ar an end. What 
made Baalam goe to Balak ? Ar firſt he ſaid, If Balak would 
give me his houſe full of gold and ſilver I cannot goe beyond the 
word of the Lord ; but yet afterwards being mad after the 
wazes of iniquity, he went and dil much hurt to Gods peo- 
ple, but it was to his own rune at laſt, and this will be the 
end of all thoſe that are the ſervants of ſinne. The Apo- 
ftle ſpeakes excellently, For when ye were ſervants of ſine, 
ye were free from r4ghteouſneſſe. What fruit had ye then tn thoſe 
things whereof ye are now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things 
is death. ln which words the Apoſtle teacheth us, that the 
ſervice of finne is both ſhamefull and damnable. Firſt, it is 
fſhamefull, For to ſerve ſtnne, 1sto ſerve the Devill, 10þ.8. 
44. Oh that the world would beleeverhis, that when they 
ſerve pride,and covetouſneſle,and ambition,e+c. they ſerve 
the Devill, And therefore Cyprian brings in the Devill 
upbraiding Chriſt, 0ftende wybs tot ſerves qui tibs, 8c. 
Þ 3 
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Shew me if thou canſt ſo many ſervants that have ſerved them 
ſo diligently and ſo willingly as I can ſhew that have ſerved 
me_s. If the Devill ſhould appeare in humane {hape, you 
would think it horrible Idolatry to adore him, and yet 
when you obey ſinne, you doe this and worter then this, 
for ſinne 15 worſer then the Devill ; The Devill 1s Gods 
creature, but ſinne hath nothing of Golinit., Sinne 1s the 
Dewils excrement, as Barnard iaith ; And it muſt needs be 
2 loathſome ſervice to be ſervant to fo vile athing. Se- 


condly, It is curſed and damnable ſervice, for the wages of 
ſinne death. p 


How comes it then to paſſe that finne hath ſo many ſer- 
vants ? 
Becauſe ſinne deales with ſinners, as the Phil;t;ms did 


with Sampſon, Firſt, it puts out our eyes, that we ſhould 


not (ee the vilenefle and curſednefle of finne, and then it 
puts'us inthe mill to grind as ſinnes {lave. And therefore 
Chriſt ſent Paw to the Gentiles, to open they eyes,8T. Atts 
26.18. This was his firſt worke. The Lord open our 
eyes to ſee the ſhametulneſſe and damnableneſle of {innes 
ſervice. 

2. To reproove thoſe that make Noſku.& choſe -but not 
wrtly /oſhaz ingredients, That chooſe to ſerve God, bur 
doenot (erve him wdiwidedly, everlaſtingly, ſincerely zealouſ- 
ly,reverently,&c, We live in anage wherin God had never 
more ſervan!s, and yet never /eſſe ſervice; as one faith 
There are many Divines, but few that live /tke Dxrvines, SO 
God hath many ſervants,but few that doe him ſervice. 

There are {ome that drvi/de berweene the ſervice of God 
and the ſervice of finne, like the falſe Mother that would 
have the child divided, As Camden reports of Redwald 
King ofthe Zaſt-ſaxons,the firſt Prince of this Nation that 


was baptized, yer in the ſame Church he had one Altar 


tor Chriſtian Religion, another Altar for Hendon re- 
gion; 
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ligion : So there are many ſuch talſe-worſhippers of God, 
that divide the rooms of their ſoules betweene God and 
the Devill, that {weare by God, and by Malcham, Zeph.1.s. 
that ſometimes pray, and ſometimes curſe, that ſome- 
times goc to Gods houſe, ſometimes to a Play-houſe ; that 
are of a Mungrill-religion, halting betweene God and 
Baal, Heteroclites in Religion, but God cannot endure 
this diviſion. This 1s to ſet thy threſhold by Gods threſhold, 
EXek.43.8. This is to ſet the Arke and Daeon together, 
which God will neverendure, God cares not for one halfe of c 
thy heart if (inne and the Nevill hath the other halfe. _— 

Thereare others that ſerve God, bur their ſervice is but »” 
#5 4 Morning clond, and as an early dew it quickly vampheth, . Hol. 6.4, 
of whom 1 may ay juſtly that which Nabal did unjuſtly of 
David, There are many ſervants now aaayes that breake away 1 Sim.25- 
every man from his Maſter. Many now-a dayes, and more '* 
in our dayes then in former dayes. We live man Apoſta- 
tizingage, wherein there are many faling Starres, but few 
fixed Starres ; Many that were once whitcy then milke, as 
Rubies, and poliſhed Siphires in regard of their glorious pro- 
feſfion, but now they are blacker then acoale, they are withered 
and become like a ſtick, That were yeſterday Gods people,but i, .q | 
to day are turned exemies. To theſe I ſay as S.Peter doth, ©." 
Better they had never known the way of righteonſneſſe, &c, 2 
2 Pet.2.20. This relapſe makes thy condition the worle, bs 
as relapſes in all kinds are moſt dangerous. And it is allo (| 
a figne thou eſteemeſt the ſervice ot (inne better then the .\48 
ſervice of God. For he that firit ſerved finne, and then | 
turned to the ſervice of God, and afterwards falls againeto - 
the ſervice of {inne,  proclaimes to all the world that he 
eſteemes the ſervice of finne, hetter then the ſervice of 
God,which isan affront to God of an high nature. 

There are others ſerve God, but it 13 all in hyporrifoe.. 
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ſervice. It is an ordinary phraſe, Tour humble ſervant, 
My humble ſervice, and yetit may be we intend no ſervice 
at all, but hate them in our hearts. Even fo we deale with 
God. Many like the Souldiers that #owea to Chriſt and 
mocked him , That give their outlides t5 God, and their in- 
ſidestoall uncleannefle ; That as Z»ther ſaith of Carngive 
eps perſone Deo, but not perſons, their cap and knee to 
God, butthemſelves to finne andIniquity. And indeed 
this is the capitall and crying ſinne of thisage, Religion 
is that which 1s pretended onall hands : The defence of the 
Proteſt ant Relig1on, this newes We heare daily from Ox- 
ford. And tor this purpole there13 an Army of Papiſts rai- 
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Ly 
3 2g pouder Traitors, that would have blowne up the Parha- 
a {/' ment for the good of the Catholick Religion, Tantum Re- 
Saw 3 poterat ſuad. re malorum ;, the Lord lay not this great 
/J finne of hypocrilie to the charge ofthis Nation. For my 
® 749 4 part Iam confident that the Popiſh Army, and the plun« 
| fi ng? dering Army, will fight no otherwiſe for the Preteſtant 
| My * Religion, then a Theetedoth tor a true mans Purſe, which 
"7, ENVe*; notto preſerve it,but to take it away. 
\ {0d There are a fourth ſort that ſerve God, bur it is ſo cold- 
D | Lace ty, asif God were agead Idoll : Where ſhall we find a man 
| | fervent in (þirit as ſerving the Lord? Where 1 Our ancient 
zeale ? Oh the cold Prayers, frozen Sacraments,e+c. Ir 
is poſſible to finda living Chriſtian, but where ſhall we 
find a Chriſtian lively and active in Gods ſervice? Re- 
member God will ſpue out of his mouth 4 /ukewarwe Lao- 
dicean,which is a remarkeable place: For that which we 


ſpue out, we doe ut with delight 3 we chooſe ſome dirt 
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corner to eaſe our ſtomacks in, and we never reaſſume what 
we once ſpue out: And all this to fignifie, That God 
will for ever caſt off with delight, and with ſhame and con-' 
fuſion, a cold,dead,lukewarme Chriſtian,eſpecially intheſe 
active times. 
Others ſerve God,bur it is with ſuch horrible irreverence a 
and negligence, \uch ſeeprneſſe, ſuch laziweſſe, as that we 
would account it a great indignity to be ſo terved by any... 
of our own ſervants. I read that Czſar ipake to one that, 
was afraid to give him too much reſpect, Hic homo timer. "I 
timere Ceſarem, This man is afraid to be atraid of Ceſar, T4 
Sothereare many that are afraid to be tooreverent in Gods. 3; 
ſervice: And indeed a man may be too reverent with ſu- 
perſtitious reverence, Which is irreverence in Gods ew x, 
ſteeme. But to be Reverend with Scripture Reverence,:...* +... 
both inward and outward, this 1s lo neceflary, as thas God a tm 
will nor accept of our ſervice without it. 
Auguſtus {pake $0 one that entertained him with home- 
ly entertainement, Who made you and T fo familiar ? We 
muſt ſo ſerve God as to remember our diſtance; Curſed ts 
he that doth the worke of the Lord negligently. 
me There are others that ſerve God, andenter into Cove- 
| nant to ſerve him, as you have lately done ; bur it is with 
ſo many limitations, qualifications, reſervations and _= 
fions, that God connot but abhorreit. Some will ſerve 
God with an F » Ifthey can eegethacr promotions. Some 
Z 
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will ſerve God in ſome things and not in others; ſuch was | 
Herod that did many things, but ſtill reſerved his Herodias , Mark.6. 
Such was Ananias and Saphira, that kept back halfe. Hun- ** 
dreds ſay with Naaman, In this the Lord pardon me. Some 

will ſerve God at ſome times and not at others, in ſome 

places and not in others; But the Lord: abhominates all 

thy ſervices if it be not univerſ.ll in all things, at all times, in 

all places ,with all thy facultres. 
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Others ſerve God, bur it is according to their own fax- 
cies, that are more zealous for one ſuperſtitious invention, 
then for all Gods commandements : You {thall know ſuch 

W 4 - bythis marke, They that are ſo much for ſuperſtitious formes 

\f JH © of godlineſſe, doe moſt hate thoſe that have the true power of god- 
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x 249 And the Jewes ſtirred up the devout women to perſecute Paul, 
"MW; Of At, U1 Atts I3.50. 
W £2” 4.2 By all this that hath bin ſaid, you may perceivethe reaſon: 
MW 2:4 DY A , y. Pe ) 
AY IE0 Why God hath ſo many ſervants, and yet ſo few 
b if ; ” M68 ſervants thar he delights in ; becaule there are {ſo few that 
© 27292 fervchi dividedly, everlaſtinely, inconditionall - 
2 ſerve him undividedly, everlaſtingly, inconditionally, Zea 
[<4 touty, or, 
a F4/ 2. Why Godabbhorreth all our faſtings, and prayers, 
on r@wdand Sacrarnents; or why God faith to our {ervices as he 
NE did to the Tewes : To what purpoſe [s the multitude of your ſer- 
j' vices ? Tam weary of them,8&c. Becauſe we ſerve God with 
=! lip-ſervice onely,and knee ſervice, we ſerve lum negligent- 
{7 _ ly,and pannlly, andcoldly. Or, 
id 3. Why ſo few goe to Heaven ? becauſe ſo few make 
' _ Toſhaas choice with Toſhues Ingredients; For unlefle we in- 
% deavour to ſerve him here with thoſe fore-named Ingre- 
4 dients,we ſhall never be {avedhereafter, 
ol But now T thall apply my ſelte in particular to great men, 
[1 and yet not excluding others. 
'#L here This Text reproves thoſe that are advanced by God in- 
L þ fo great to great places of Honour and wealth, and that thinke 
'W. — themſelves privileged oy rheir greatneſle, to be grmer in 
' i * iniquity then 1n greatnefle, that make no other uſe of their 
| grearneſle,but to finne without controule ; That are Grear 
6 men, and Great ſwearers, Great adulrerers,Great Atheiſts, 
$1 __ Grear ſcoffers and mockets at Godlineſſe. Let theſe men 
q know (1f any ſuch here,) That the great God is greater 
1 then the greateft. Gods lawes are not like unto Cobwebs 
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( as it 15 ſaid of mans Lawes) to catch /rttl; flies,and let the 
great flies eſcape, but God will eſpecially puniſh grear 
men if they be great tranſgreſſours. And therefore Elyah 
tells Ahab, The aogs ſhall lick thy blood, thine even thint:, And 
obed tells the Princes of udah, Are there not with Yours, even 
with pe againſt the Lord your God ? God made great 
Nebuchadnezzarto grazelike an Oxe.Great Agag was hew- 
ed in peeces. God hath his hand-writing uponthe wall, 
ro make the great Belſhazzars of the earth to- tremble, 
whileſt they are carouſing in their facrilegious cupps : 


ET 


1 Kin. 21, 
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Great Herod to whom the people cryed, /t is the vorce of Att 


God nos of man, was eaten up of wormes, repeating theſe 
words inthe midſt of his torments, as Toſephus reports, Be- 
hold.ye me that ſeemed to you as 4 god, how miſerably Iam in- 
forced to depart from you all. - In the Old World there were 
Giants and mighty Anakims, men great in power, and 
 oreater in finne ; Their finnes were Giant-like, and God 
ni a mighty flood to deſtroy them. The ſinnes of Su- 
periours, as they are more viſible then the ſinnes of infe- 
-riours. ( as the Ecclipſe of the Sunne 15 {ooner ſeene then 
the .Ecclipſe of a Starre z and a wart upon the face is ſ00- 
ner ſeene then upon another part,) ſo alſo they doe a great 
deale more hurt, and therefore their condemnation ſhall be 
the greater. 
They doe more hurt two wayes,by :m1tarion,and by ime- 
prutation. 


1. By emitation; Therefore Teroboamis {aid to make all 


Iſrael to ſinne, becauſe his Idolatrous example made all. 


Iſrael tro finne. When Sawt fell upon his Sword, his Ar- 
mourbearer ſeeing the King to doe {o, fell alſo upon his 
Sword and killed himſelfe. When great men fall into 
finne, they fall as men that fall in a.croud, drawing many 
others downe with them. The Perſians thought a crooked 
Noſe to be a great ornament, becauſe their Emperour 
or Cyrus 
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Cyrus had 2 crooked Noſe. And becauſe Alexander the 
Great had a wry Neck, his Courtiers did all ſtrive ro goe 
awry with their Necks. The bodies of men are not ſo ſub- 
jecro be infected by the illneſle of theaire, as the ſoules of 
men bythe vices of their Rulers. 

Secondly, By imputation, For though it be a certaine 
truth, That God never puniſheth an innocent Nation, 
The ſoule tn ſhall dye : Yet it 1s as certaine ; Thar 
God doth oftentimes takean occaſion to punith a {1nnefull 
Nation, by imputing the puniſhment of the Rulers finne 
upon the people,or rather by puniſhing the people for their 
finnes,and the Ruler in the people. 2uicquid delirant Reees 


pletuntur Achivi, David had {inned in numbring the _ 
by 


ple, and forthis ſfinne 70000. of his people mult peri 
the plague. No doubt the 7ſraclites were grievous ſinners, 
and ſo it is expreſly ſaid, 2 $am:.24.1. But the moſt juſt 
God ar the ſame time, puniſhed the people and David allo 
inthe lofle of his ſubje&s. As it 15 no wrong in a Judge 
to make the back of a Theefe pay: tor the finne which his 
hand hath-commirred; no more is it injuſtice in God to 
puniſh the members of a politick body when the head is in 
tault ; Soneere 15 the union betweene Prince and people, 
and fo. prone are the people to follow the finnes of their 
Princes, and fo to partake of their puniſhments. And 
therefore it theſinnes of great men bring poore people into 
miſeries, it 1s juſt and <qua!ll that great men ſhould be 
brought into miſery forthoſe {innes for which they bring 
othersinto miſcry. | 

Bur beſ1des this, There are twoother reaſons why God 
mY be ſure to puniſh great men when they are great of- 
enders.. 


x. Becauſe the puniſhing of great men doth a great deale | 


more good then the puniſhing of others. For hereby ir 
appeares, that God 1s no reſpecter of perſons : Tribula- 
t10n 
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tion and anguiſh upon every ſoule that doth evill, and firft 
upon the Rulers and Nobles, and then upon others. And 
hereby alſo inferiours and poore people are kept under ſub- 
jectton to Gods law, whenthey perceive that their ſuperi- 
ours cannot eſcape without Gods ſevere chaſtiſement. As 
in a Schoole, when the Maſter picks out one of the greateſt 
55 x in the Schoole and whips him for a fault, all the 
inle boyes {1t and tremble, and learne to avoidthole faults 

tor which they ſee their berters puniſhed. Thus when 
Goliahthe great was (laine, all the Philiſtimes fled away pre- 

ſently. The beholding of Gods ſevere puniſhments upon 

great ones, will bea notable Sermon to make inferiours 

godly and religious. 

2. Becaule unles God did puniſh greatmen they would 
eſcape altogether unpuniſhed, Great men by mony, by 
might and authority, by triends, and through teare for the 
moſt part are free from Civill and Eccleftaſticall cenſures. 
And therefore it behoves the high I:hovahtorake them in- 
to his own hand,and to bring great men into great preſſures, 
ifthey fin greatly againſt him. 

I have read a notableſpeech in a Popiſh writer, That few 
Confeſſours of rich men are ſaved, that is in our Engliſh lan- 
guage, Few Noble-mens Chapanes are ſaved, And therea- 
ſon he gives, is, Becauſe they are ſubject to flatter their 
Lords and Maſters tor hope of noe and ſo to bring 
the guilt of the bloud of the foules of their Lords upon 
their owne ſoules. Now that I may not be guilty of this 
fault, let me ſpeake my mind freely to you that are Gentle- 
men and Noble-men hereafſembled this day. 

Firſt, let me rell youthart great places, as theyare great 4- 
bilities and opportunities to doe God lervice and great bleſ- 
ſings if improved accordingly. So it they be not improo- 
ved forthar end they are great curſes, they are ſowle-traps, 
fuken-halters, golden damnations. And there cannot be a 
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greater ſigne ofa manthat hath his Heaven in this life, then 
to be great and wicked, rich and wicked. And therefore 
TE tels Dives, Luc.16.25. Remember ſonne that thou 
in thy life time haſt had thy good things, but pow thou art tor - 
mented, Gregory the great never read this Text, but it 
made him tremble, and it may juſtly caule all ſuch as are 
cloathed in purple and tare deliciouſly every day to trem- 
ble. 

Conſider further that Text, 1 Cor. 1. 26. You ſee your 
calling brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called, There are ſome no- 
blemen called, but not many. Thereare but tew that are 
oreat and rich here, and great and rich hereatter, A Text 
to be trembled ar by great men. The 0{tr1ch ts not able to fly 
hich as the Larke, becauſe her wings are { biz. The Moone us 
never in the ecelipſe, but when it us in the full, and then it ts 
moſt diſtant fromthe Sunne. Fullnefle of outward profperi- 
ry and happinefle ſhould indeed be maximum wvinculum obe- 
aientie, the greateſt bond of obedience ; bur yet it proves 
for the moſt part, waxims laqueus Diaboli, the greateſt 
{nare the Devill hath to entrap our ſoules. This is the rea- 
{on why ſo few of the Noble-men and Gentlemen of the 
Kingdomeappeare on the Parliaments fide in this great 
time of neceſſity. Nor many mighty , not many noble are_ 
called, Thus it was in Chriſtstime. The great men and the 
great Schollars crucified Chriſt, and the poore received 
the Goſpell, The followers of Chriſt were a company 
of poore people and filly women : This made the chiete 
Prieſts ſay, Joh.7.48,49. Have any of the Rulers or of the_ 
Phariſees believedon him ? But this people who knoweth not 
the Law are accurſed. Thus it was in Chriſts time, and thus 
rt 151n ours, Poore Lazarus goeth to Heaven, when rich 
Dzves 1s carried to Hell, Surgunt indoets & rapiunt celum, 
& B95 cum noſtrz doctring mergimur in profundum, It was 
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the ſaying of a Schoole-maſter to a King that ſent to lee 
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"how he did when he was dying. The Schoole-maſter re- 
turned this anſwer. Te// the A ing I a1 0117 70 Fi pjac e where 
few Kings come, meaning to Heaven. reehanan 

Coni1der laſtly thoſerwo places of Gs Re.bal5,1 
I7.TheKines and the great men and rich men wiſh for the Mown- 
tamms to hide them,&c,. And 1fa.30.33.Tophet ts prepared of old 
even for the King it is prep. ared.By King 15 meant in all proba- 
bility the great King of A(ſyria,as may appeare by the con- 
rexr, 

The Lordgive you hearrs to conſider theſethings. 

Now I Proceec droan Uſe of Exhortation. And here I 


will apply my felte , firſtto all men, as well as great men : 
Secondly, to great men eſpecially, andyet not excluding 
others. 


Firft, To all menin generall. To perſwade all men to 
_ loſhual}'s Choite their choiſe, to chooſe to ſerve the 
Lord; and nor only fo, bur ilfoto ſerve him with all the 
Ingredients before mentioned , ro ſerve him tran{cendent- 
ly, mnconaditionally, uni verſally, nndividedly, reverently , e- 
werlaſtingly, &c, Foritisrhe manner of ſerving of God, 
that 15 the aiſtinguſhing Character of atrue [: want. Cain of- 
fered Sacrifice as wellas Abell, The wicked worſhip God, 
pray and receive Sacraments as well as the godly. But A- 
bell offered in faith, ſo did not Catn. The oodly ſerve God 
in (1 incerity, with reverence,ailigence and chearfullnes, in- 
deavouringinall things tokeepa good confcience,ſo donot 
the wicked. ThatText which I have {o often named. He.12. 
28.makesthe acceptation of our ſervice to depend not upon 
our ſerving of God but upon our ſerving of Godwith reve- 
rence and zodly feax. It; 5 the right manner of ferving of God, 
that makes thy ſervice a ſweet perfume. And it15 the right 
manner ofworſhipping alſo, that makes rhee a true wor- 


fhpper, and that cauſeth Godto delight in thy worſhip, and 
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Motives 
£o pet= 
{wade us 
to lerve 
God with 
all the [n* 
gredicnts, 


to deſire to be worſhipped by them, according to that excellent 


place, Joh.4.23. But the houre commeth and now u, when. 
the true ions ſhall _ the Father in ſpirit and in 
truth : for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. And there- 


*ore let me ingage you all this day for God and his ſervices. 


Let us give up our names to God, and enter into a holy 
Covenant to ſerve him withall the Ingredients. Formarke 
what Moſes ſaith, Exod.19.5. If ye will obey me indeed, then 
yee ſhall be a peculiar treaſure,8&c, He doth not ſay fimply, If 
you will obey me, bur if ye will obey me indeed. And fo 
alſo, Deut.28.1. If youwill hearken diligently to doe all hi 
Commandements then the Lord will bleſſethee , &c, He doth 
not ſay fimply, if you will hearken, but it you will hear- 
ken d:ligently,and obſerveto doe all my Commandements. 
Let us oe God as God and for God, As a God tranſcen- 
dently, inconditionally ; For Gods fake fincerely, faith- 
fully. 

To perſwade youto the praQtiſe-of thele things, Con- 
ſider what hath bin already ſaid concerning the neceflity 
of this duty. I adde further the conſideration of the excel- + 
lency, profitableneſie, comfortableneſſe and eaſineſſe of this 
duty. 

7 he excellency and honourableneſſe of Joſhuah's choice. For 
indzed it isnot only a duty, but a gh Prerogative to be 
the ſervant of the high God, Deo ſervire regnareeſt, And 
therefore whereas Mat.13.17. itis {aid, Many Prophets and 
Inſt men,8&c. In Luk.1r0.24. It is ſaid, Many Prophets and 
Kings, to note unto us, That Iuſt men are Kings, Rev. 1.6. 
This was Moſes his honour, andit 1s often repeated, Moſes 
my Servant, &c. This was Toſbuah's honour often repea- 
red : My ſervant Joſhuah, &c. This was Davids honour. 
1 am thy ſervant O Lord, I amthy ſervant. And it is prefix- 
edasaTutle to the 36. Plalme. A Palme of David the_ 
ſervant of the Lord, It 1s a great honour that God will 
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himſelf, Paul a ſerwant of Teſres Chriſt.Tt isthe certaineſt ſigne 


of a reprobate to have much wages here,and to want a heart 
to ao {ervice with it. It isa great happinesto bein place todo 
ſervice. Ir isthe honour ot our honours to be inabled by 
them to doGod ſervice. Noy eſt [aborjoſa ſed amabilisoptan- 
aa hec ſervitus,ſaith Auitin. It 1s no paintull and laborious 
ſervice,but a ſervice to be loved andlonged for. 
_ As it is honourableto be a ſervant of God, ſo alſo the 
ſervices themſelves are honourable , Pretioſa hec ſervitn 
uirturum conjtat expenſis. This precious and honourable 
fervice ſtands inthe praCtile ofall vertues, in praying unto 
God and praiſing of God,e+c. O let this per{wade us to be- 
e1n this day to ſerve God more ſtrictly thenever. 
Adde lecondly, 'The profitableneſe of this ſervice. There 
15 no ſ{crvice any man doth for God but God takes exac? 
notice ot it; Thus God tooke notice of. Abrahams willng- 
nelle to offer Iſaac, Gen. 22.16.- God takes notice ot every 
circumſtance of that that we doe for him. Thus Chriſt rook 
notice of Mary Magdalez and of every circumſtance of her 
waſhing his feet, exc. Luk.7.44,45,46. And Mark. 4.2, 3. 
Chriſt obſerves how ftarre lome came to heare him, and 
how long they tarried, >c. And as God takes zotice of 
theſe things in his ſervants, ſo he commends them upon 
all occaſions and highly c#eemes of them and their fervices. 
Thus God boaſted to Satan concerning his ſervant 7b, Job 
1.8. Haſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that there is none_ 
like him, &c. And as none obſerves, commenas and prizeth 
his ſervants ſo muchas God, ſo none rewards his {ervants 
as God doth. None more able and none more willung. 
Thelervice of God 1s perfect freedome, and it will tree us 
from all other ſervices. As a man that buyeth tree-hold 
Land, though he pay deare for it, yetit is accounted chea- 


per then coppy-hold, becauſe it freeth him from many ler-. 
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vices; which the coppy-hold is obliget unto. Ifrhou be- 

eſt 2 ſervant or Gods indeed and in truth, this will free thee 

from the ſervice of finne and Satan. Whereas on the con- 

erary.; If webe not true ſervants to Chriſt; we ſhall be 

{laves to every thing befide him, 0 quam multos habet Do- 

minos, qui unminon havet. O how many Lords hath that 
manthart hathnot Chriſt tor his Lord, Either thy beliy 

will be thy god,or thy mony, &c. The ſervice of finne, 

as it is ſhameful, {0 it is unfruztfu!t, And itis called, The- 
wnfrurtfull worke of darkneſſe, But the ſervice of God,as it is | 
honouravle, (0 it ends mn everlaſting life. No man ever kindled 
4 fire upos Gods Altar for nought, Ml. 1.9. Inkeeping of Gods \ 
Commandements there is great reward, Plal.19. And indeed 
God himſelte is the exceeding great rerrard of his ſervants, 
Gen.17.1, This 1s a{ervice wherein the ſervant hath all the 
profit and the Maſter none. 

object. Itthere beſo much profit in Gods ſervice, why 
are-Gods ſervants ſo much perlecutea and affiited in this 
lite © — 

Anſw.r. Thisis pat of their ſervice to be perfecuted, 
for we ſerve God by ſuffering as well as by doing. 

2. Itis x great honour that God wilt accountus worthy 
to ſuffer for him. And therefore the Apoſtles rejoyred that 
they were accounted worthy to be whipped for Chriit (ake, They 
did not rejoyce in whipping as-whipping, but (ffage/la prop- 
Ci! t& Chriffurm) to be-whipped for Chriſts ſake-was matter of 
great joy untothem.. The Apolltle tels ns, That 19 7 it is 
[| given, 6 on! to believe, but alſoto ſuffer, It is a great ottr- 
of God to give ns opportuntty t9 futter for him. This is 
F that to which we 216 predeſtinated, 1 Theſ. 3. 3: Our Savi- 
| our Chriſt recKonetn it as pars of our reward 1n this life. May. 
10.309. And he profeſſeth thatitwill nightly increaſe our 
reward in Heaven, Luk 6.22,23; Mat. 5.12 


6b. Bur why aze Gods ſervantsſo paoreit his ſervice- be 
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Anſ#.r. - Goddeth xs of er maſterst? atkeetve their WA- 
ges till the worke be done. This lite isthe tune 0! y; ork, 
bereaſter we thall have wages enough, 7: «31-19. 6 w 
great arc the good things which thea haſt Lata jp, EC 2 .C OF, 
SE 

2. I anſwer thar for as 1a y pen eV no fet- 
vant of God is poore, but fo long and {omit os God fe- 
ethto be good torhim, for if it were pO {© be xich, hb 
ſhould be rich, Pſa.84.10. — etn Þ 2 with-bold 


from him that l;veth a godly bife, He tit ttt £4 en thes 
Chriſt, will with 7=y otveth ee all thirgs, He that wall 
pive thee a Crowne hereafter, will not c eny th ee acrium here, 
if good for thee. Thereare many ceate ETVA, ts of God, 
towhom God eiveth very little wages 1n this lite, becauſe 
he fore-feeth that ifthey had a great part of t''eir Wages 4- 
fore-hand, they wcu'd doe but little worke:” As many 
work-rren that are paid before their worke be done, when 
they have their pay, begin to ſlacke their worke. And in- 
deed we fee 1t £90 to true in many great rich perſonaves 
that have ſo much of their pay before hand, that they cOE 
many of them but very little ſervice, and ſon:e of them 
thinkethar they are privitedged from doing much ſervice, 
becauſe they have ſo much wages, whereas indeed it wght 
to be an obligation to oreater (ervice, as I have alreacy 
ſhewed. 'O that the profitablencſle ot this ſervice n 12):tin- 
gage usto ſerve him more faithfully and more Cilizently 
then ever yet We have done. 

. Conſider the comfortablencſſe of this ſervice. Ir is © 
fervich full of ſoule-farisfying and ſoule-raviſhing joy, Pſal. 
63.2, Pſal.$4.4,10. One day in thy Courts 's better then a 
thouſand, &c. How did Hannah rejoyce atter ſhe had bin 
praying 2 How did the Eunuch rejoyce atter he had bin 
baptized 2 .O the pureand undefiled comfort that is to. be 


found inthe Word ! This made David ſay, That be had 


_ 


26 = A Thanks-giving Sermon Preacbed 


CD _ H HT 


periſhed in his affli:tion had not the Word beene his com- 
| fort. 

W hat ineffable comfortin a Sacrament rightly received, 
and after a few teares ſhed for fin, aftera prayer made with 
the 10. Ingredients formerly named. Andthe reaſon why 
the ſervice of God is ſo brim-full of comfort, 1s, 

x. Becauſe Gods ſervice 15atypeof Heaven, wherin 1s ful- 
neſle ot joy. 

2. Becaule in the ſervice of God we have communiny 
with God, who is the Godof all conſolation, and with the 
Spirit of God, who is calledthe Comforter. And as a man 
that walkes amongſt pertuimes muſt needs [mell of the per- 
fume. Sothey that converſe with the God of all joy mult 
needs be filled with all joy. And theretore David cals God 
his exceeding joy, Pl.434. | | 

Wueſh. It there be {0 much comfort n Gods ſervice, what 1s the 
— reaſon that wicked men account it a wearifomnes andaburs. 
den,and ſnuffe at it, as it 15, Mal. 1.13. 

1/0. You may as well aske, why a Swine finds no delight in 
1 a greene meadow ? Even becauſe #t 18 a Swine, Or why a 
horſe takes no delight in reading © Even becauſe it is above 
his capacity. A wicked man 15 like a fith out of his ele- 
ment, when he is in Gods lervice, he 1s all fleſhly, world- 
ly andnaturall, and theſervice 1s ſpirituall, heavenly and 
[upernaturall. No wonder therefore he delights not in it, 
Bur this 15 the wicked mans-curle. 

Bur-what 15 the reaſon that many of Gods people doe not 
find comtort in Gods l{ervice 7 p 
Ww, 1, Thereare none of Gods people but they do ſometime or 
other find comfort, eitherinthe ordinances, or fromthe or- 
dinances. 

2. It atanytimethey miſle of comfort it is becanſe they 
doe not meet with God, whom they came to converſe 
withall. As when a man goeth to meet with a friend, and 
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meets him not, he comes away ſadded in his ſpirit. So 
when a child of God comes to an ordinance, hoping to en- 
joy {weet communion with God init, and then tailes of his | 
expectation, this muſt needs fill him tull of ſadneſle. And | 
thertore Bcrnard hath an excellent {peech. Nunquan avs tes 1 
recedo Domine (inete, That be never went rrom God with- 
out God, Give me leave toaddea clauſe to Bernards ſpeech. 
And happy 15 that Chriſtian that when he goeth to con- 
verſe with God in his ordinances can ſay. Nunquan ad te; 
accedo ſinete, nunquam abs te recedo ſine te. 0h Lord I never 
come to thee,bus 1 meet thee, and 1 never goe fromthe, but I car. 
ry theewith ine. 
But what 15 the reaſon that Gods people doe ſometimes Quef wr 
miſle of Gods comtortable preſence, when they come to 
{crve God? s " 
Becauſe they doenot bringrthe Ingredients formerly na- eA»/w, 
med. They doe not ſerve God with reverence, diligence, 
zeale, chearfullneſle, &c. Either they bring »o veſſels at all 
to hold the conſolations of Goa, (1 meine no hungeratter Gods 
prelence.inan ordinance.) Orelſethey bring veſſels ſo little 
and [o narrow mouth d that will hold but wery little water. (1 
meane they bring lo little hungeratter God, that God will 
not vouchlateto latisfie it.) Orelſeit is becaule they bring 
their ordinary hearts, their carnall and worldly hearts to hea- ; 
venly, ſpirituall and extraordinary duties. Hearts unſuta- "| 
bletothe duties, and hearts unſen{tble of the duties. Or c13 || 
} rhereis ſome Achan unſtoned, ſome {in unrepented on, that 
ecclipſeth the light of Gods countenance, lome {(pitituall 
\' obſtruction. Thele and {uch like are the caules wiiy Gods 
people mille fometimes of comtortin Gods ſervice, 
But the fault 15 never in the{ervice, which 15{o brim-iull - 
of Tuch rare and raviſhing comforts, that Bernard relates 'F 
this Story of himlclte, That {omcties when he Weilt £0 his 
prayers he tound himlelte dull and heavy, butatter he had 
als 
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ren, &c. I ſhould account my lelte happy ( faith he) if 
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ſtragled a little with his dullneſſe,all on a ſuddaine, he was 
viſited with the viſitation of the Almighty, Beatum me pr edica- 


thele viſitations would alwayes laſt, Sed rara Fora, brevs 
19, 0h (i duraret | But, © butit continueth but for a while! 
And St. Aut: relates this Story of himſelte, Thatupon a 
time when he and his Mother Monica were dilcourfing to- 
gether about the joyes of Heaven, and the comforts of 
Gods Spirit, they were {o filled with joy that Aui#z uleth 
theſe words, Lord thou knoweſtin that day, 21am mundrs | 
eviluit cum omnibus [us deleftationibus,&c. How vildly we | 
did eſteeme of the world with all his delights. The com- 
forts of the worid are not worthy to be named that day that 
we {peake of thele comtorts. Oh let the comfortableneſle 
of this ſervice oblige you from hence-forth to ferve God 
betterthen ever yet you have done. 

Adde fourthly and laſtly, The eaſineſſe of this ſervice, 
Matrh. 11. 29, 30. My yoake # eaſie aud my burden is 
lzht. 

How cantl.e ſervice of God be ſaid to beeaſie? 

To a ffeibly carnall heart it is a burden intolerable. Bur it 
may be {a1d to be eafie, 

1. Iarerard of the (ervice God required under the Covenant 
of works. For there God required perteX obedience in our 
oOWneperions, not admiting of Repentance. Bur in the 
lervice requured uncer the covenant of grace, we have a Me- 
datourto fly unto, and admutance unto favour upon Re- 
Pentance. 

2. It may be faid tobe eafte, inregard of the ſervice of ſinne 
ana of the Devill. There are many that take more paines to 
ſerve ſine and money, thenthoſe that goe to Heaven doe to 
ſerve Goa. Many take more painsto goe to hell, then others 
doeto goeto Heaven. 1 


3- It nay be laid to be eaſte, imregard of the many ſervices 


eee, 
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et frees us from, a5 you heard even now. As Diogenes told 
Alexander, when he boaſted that ke was Lord of the whole 
world. Tri ſfervus ſervorum meornm es. Illis enim capiditati- 
bis quibus ego tmpero tu muncipiumes. Thou art a lervant to 
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my fervants, a flave to thoſe luſts over which IT am 
Lord. : | ll 
4. Eaſte tothe zew nature, Rom.7.22. Asthe light of the i 


Sunne 15 dehtghrſome to thoſe that have good eves, fo the 

ſervice of God to thoſe that are new creat.res. Tt is as :.4- 

| curall ro the new creature to pray, as it 15 tothe old-cteature ; 

| to be drunke. | 
5.Eaie to thoſe that have the aid of Gods Sprrit. As tis caſte 

| fora child to goe up ſtairs when his father leads him up. 

SO when led by the Spirit, 

6, Eaſie Fo thoſe that are 171 Chrift. And therefore Chriſt 
laith, Take up myyoake. _ Chriſt cals it h1s yoate. Becauſe he " 
drawes it with us, and he drawes all. As it is eafte foralit- 
tle child to Aft up a great weight, when 2 Griant-holds his 
hand, anJlitts with him and for him. 

7. Eaſie to thoſe that leve God, 1 John 5.3. Tacob tor the 
loveof Rathell accounted lightly of his {ervice. Love adds @ 
wings to make our ſervice caſte. 

8. Faſie to thoſe that have the right art of ſerving of God. 


As in all trades almoſt there is an Art, witich whea we have ' 

once got the trade is eafte. So there isan art of pravi9g and: [ 
preaching, and hearing and receiving the Sacrament, cc. v | 
| Anarttavghr us by the God af Heay en, which waokoever | 
hath, accounts it not a.burden, but a heaven, to be ferving q | 
' of God. | DIO q 
| 9. Eaftetothoſe that hoe the conſolations of Goas Spirit 118 g | 
the ſervice of God. As Merchants oe 0:dinarily give a talk Li 


ofrheir wines to thoſe towhoi they {ellrhem, that ſo they F 
may be iavitedto buy thent. So God doth grve 2 talte of ' 


Heavento his fervants in his ſervice, a prelrbamen of Hea- 
ven. 
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_ vento invite them to ſerve him more cheerfully. A Hound 
1s never weary as long as he hath the ſent of the Hare. No 
more 15 4 {ervant of God, as long as he enjoyeth God in his 
lervice. 

10. Faſltc in regard of what it might have been. Thou migh- 
teſt have bin in hell atthis inſtant, paſt worſhipping God, 
{uffcring everlaſting torments, 

OG Eaſie to doe what God for Chriſt ſake in the Covenant of 
grace well accept, thouzh not to doe what God requires. 

12. Eaſieinver. adi of the great reward, the exceed;az great 
reward that Goa will giveto his ſervant. Finis dat audbilits: 
tem, factintarem medijs. The end propoled to a worke 
SH the worke amiable and exfie. Where the reward is 
fullnefle and perpetuity othappineſl2, no lervice can be {aid 
to be hard, to pur -haſe ſuchareward. 

Allthis 1s ipoken that none might be deterred from the 
ſervice of God upon a falſe ſuppotall of the difficulty and 
impotiibilit: ot it. Andit 15 my earneſt prayer that theſe 
motives mi ghr perſwa 1eus, not only to ſerve God, but to 
{erve him with all the Ingredients. 

Tertull;an oblerves, God was never called Lord, till man 
was made, He 1s he peculs, ir Lord of man. O let man be his 
chuicte ſervant. All creatures in their courſe ſerve God. 
None but #2an and Devils deny it, And how juſt 5s it for God 
tojoync him with the Devils in puniſhwent, that joyncs with the 
Dewvill 11s di [DOROWYING of God. Remember when we cometga 
judgement this will be the great Queſtion Chriſt will p..tto 
us, not to aske us, what money we have got, what honours 
we hav? purchaſed ? Bur wha ſervice have you done to me 
and for me 2 This 4s the end for which thou wert created, 

Chrift will aske wherherthis be done 2 And if not done, 
thou art undone. When Chriſt came to die he ſaid, Toh 
17-3,4- Father glorifie me for I have glorified thee. Happy is 
that man that when he comes to die can make this Ar ou- 
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ment. Father Ihave foughta good fight, I have. made ir 
my worke to doe thee ſervice, &c. There are many that 
can plead, Father I have diſhonourcd thy Name, and there- 
fore elorifie me ! Butthis is a talle argument. Ler us labour 
to make Chriſts prayerin {incerity and faithfulnes. 

But now I come to apply my leltto great men, and noble 
men in particular. Let me ſpeak unto you inDavids words, 
Pial.29.1,2. Give unto the Lord 0 ye mighty, arve untothe_ 
Lord glory and ſtrength, give unto the Lord the glory due to his 
Name. And let meute Davids reaſon, Pſa.29.5. The voice 
of the Lord breaketh the Cedars, yea the Lord breaketh the Ce 
dars of Lebanon. As the higherthe Tree is, the more it is 
expoſed to the thunder of Heaven. So the greater any 
man 1s, the ſooner God will puniſh him if he be a Giant in 
iniquity. For he brndeth Kings inchaimes, and Nobles in linkes 
of Iron. He toucheth the Mountaines and they ſmeake, If thou 
beeſt as a Monntainein greatneſle, and =; ſinnes as Moun- 
taines in greatnefle, God will make thee {moake; exc. Great 
men muſt labour to be likethe great God, who is as great 
in goodnefle, as in greatneſle. Dems optimus maximus, like 
unto ob, who was the ereateſt max in the Eat, and the beit 
914K inthe Eaſt, O that I couldengage great men this day in 
ſenſe of Gods goodneſle, expreſled inthis wonderfull De- 
liverance ( for which weare cometo blefſe God ) to ſerve 
God with all the Ingredients torthe time to come, better 
then ever they have done for the time paſt, Oh that you 
would enter intoa {olemne Covenant to {weare no more, 
ro commit adultery no more, to be irreverent, neglizent, 
cold, hypocriticall in Gods ſervice no more, to mock and 
{coffteat Gods ſervantsno more. Greatnes without goodpeſſe 
is like the greatneſie of a dropſie man, it is thy diſeaſe, not thy 
ornament. Riches without righteou{neſſe 15 like a golden ring 
in a Swines ſnout like aSword 1n a mad mans hand,like ani/nt- 
corns horne, which while it 15 uponthe head of the Ulnicorne 
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is hurtfulland deadly, but when it istaken off,it is very uſe- 
fill and medicinall. Honours and riches when in a wicked 
mans cuſtody, they do much hurt, but when beſtowed up- 
on good men,they doe much good. It 15 a moſt bleſſed con- 
junction, when Religion and Righteonuſneſſe meet together, 
Itis like a precious Dramond in a gola-ring. Indeed Religion 
15 g00d whereſoever it is. Asa pearle 15 good though it be 
in thedirt, it is a pearle, but it is obſcured by the dirt in 
which it is. When goodreſſe is ſeated in a poore -man, it is 
like a jewell in a leaden ring, like a candle under a buſhell. 
Bur when goodneſſe meets with greatneſse, it 1s like a Candles 
upon a Lilthat e1ves l:ght, heat and influence to all the Country 
round avout . 

Let no great man thinke ita a;ſparagemert to ferve God, 
eo weare his livery, and to appeare on his fide. For it is 
Gods ſervice onely that can make youtruly honourable. 
Since thou waft precious in my ſight, thou haſt bin honourable_>, 
faith che Pe Iſaiah 43.4. The men of Beraxa were more_ 
woble then the men of Theſlalonica, becauſe they received the_ 
gword with all readineſſe of mind, andſearched into the Scriptures 
daily, whether thoſe things were ſo, At.17.11. This 15 the 
greateſt Nobility to be a true ſervant of the great God. A 
Kinz may give great Titles to a great man, but he cannot 
make 4 great man, A King may cauſe a man to becalled 
woble, but he cannot makea man truly noble, A King may 
command us to calla Zona Lambe , but a King cannot make 
a Liona Lambe, It 1s the noble mind that makes a man tru- 
by noble. This God onely can give. To contemne the world 
and all worldly things, to mind the things of eternity, to con- 
quer our luits, to have communion with the ereat God, to ſtand 
for God when all the world oppoſeth him,t his ts true nobility. T his 


will make thee noble in thts world, and in the world that is to 
Ccame_s, | 


L ſay againe, Let no great man account it a diſþaregement 
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ro be Gods ſervant. Let him not only conſiderthe example 

of Toſhua a Princeand Ruler, and of David, and Pawl before 
| named, but alſo of Con;tantine the great, wlio was ſoatten- 
tivetothe word when it was preached and ſo reverent, as 
| that he would ſometimes ſtand up ( as Euſebins faith) all 
the while. And when his Courtiersrebuked him, laying, 
It would tend to his diſparagement ; Heanſ{wered : That rt 
w4 in the ſervice of the great God, who 1510 reſpetter of per- 
ſons. Take the example of Theodoſis, who 1s reported to 
have written out the New-Teſtament with his owne hand. 
Accounting it as a ſpeciall Jewell, and out of it, he read e- 
very day praying with his Empreſle,and with his (iſter fing- 
ing of Pſalmes, &c. 

Suffer me to adde the third time, Ler not great men 
thinke it a diſparagementto become Gods ſervants, and to 
+ ſerve him ſtrictly and precilely, Tf theſe examples will ,.,.. 

not move you, conſider the Angels of Heaven, who areour :6, 
Fellow-ſervamts, and are {aid by a kind-of excellency,-To 
doe his Commandements, hearkning to the voice of his word. 
The Azeels ſerve God with a great deale of alacrity and 
chear:fallueſh, and therefore they arefaid to have haypes, as Rev. t5-k 
a ſigne of their chearefull mind. The Angels ſerve God 
with a great deale of diligence and ſedulity. And t' erefore 
they are ſaid to have wings and to fly. They ſerve God with 
a great deale of zeale and ardency, and therefore they are p 
ſaid to bea flaming fire. And therefore alſo thetitle ofa Se- þ 

a 
] 
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raphim 1s given unto them. The Angels ferve God univer- 
ſally. They follow the Lambe whereſoever he goeth , They 
ſerve him conFantly, (:ncerely. The Angels alwazes behold hs 
face, Mat.18.10. They ſerve him day and night, Revel. 7, M144. | 
15. Oh that the Lord would make you more and more An- [| 
oelicall in his ſervice,todoe his will upon earth,as it is done | + 
in Heaven! - | | | = 
Let me addeanexample beyond all examples, even the 
| G 2 example 


—_—  — OS 


ACYVIEL 


Flora. 


famitle, 


"example of Teſus Chriſt himſelfe, who is called Gods ſervant, 


Eſa.42.1. And he was aworſhipper of God, Joh.4.22. A di- 
ligent keeper of Gods Sabbath, Luk.4.16. He uſed Prater in his 

4 wen 18. He was wont to pray ſecretly by himſelfe_, 
Luk.5.16. And he uſed this cuſtame of Prayer morning and 
evening. In the morning, Mark.1.35. riſing up 4 great while 
before daie. Andfor evening, Mat.14.23. And this was his 
cuſtome to doe, Luk. 22.39. He went 45 he was wont to the_ 
Mount of Olives. And ſometimes he would pray all night lone, 
Luk.6.12. And this worſhip Chriſt 414 with 4s much [1 wie, 
1 and devotion as ever any ſervant did, Luk. 22-41. Mat. 
20. 29, _ | 

it Chriſtdid all this, ſurely it is no diſhonour for the 
oreateſt Emperour to doe that which Chriſt hath done. As 
you are called Chriſtians, ſo you muſt imitare that Lord 
and Maſter, by whoſe name you are called. 

Letno man wonder that I {pend ſo much time to per- 
ſwade great men to be exemplary in Gods ſervice, and to be 
diligent and zealous. For it I could convert but one great 
manthis day, I ſhould doe a great deale of ſervice by way 
of eminency. For as he1aid, 1» uno Ceſare multi inſunt Ma- 
74, in one great man there are _ intertOurs contained, 
As it is mn Printing, the great difhculty is in printing the firſt 
Sheetes, and when one 1s printed, it iseafle to print hundreds 
by that. So the great worke of our Miniſtery ts to convert 
great-men, 1t they were once converted, hundreds would 
tollow their example ; Whes the great wheele of a Clocke- 
3s ſet a moving all the inferiour wheeles will move of their own 
accord, This was the reaſon why St. Paul was {0 zealous a- 
bour the converſion of Sergizes Pawlizs, who was Deputy of 
the Country, and a prudert man, that when Elymas the SOr- 


cerer offered towithſtand him, he burſt out into ſuch ſpee- 
ches with ſuch eagerneſle, as henever did at any time be- 
tore, for ought we can reade, 0/ tho child of the Devill, 
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thou enemy of all righteouſneſſe, &c. And ſome are of opini- ! 
on that Paul had his name changed from Saul to Paul, be- At13-10,\ 
cauſe he converted Sergius Pauls. For indeed it is 2 matter 
of great conſequence to convert one Sergire Paulus, one 
Emunuch. To take one luch great fiſhis more then to take ma- 
| ny little ones, though the leaſt of all is not to be deſpi- 
{ed. | 
There 150neargument yer behind, the laſt, bur not the 
leaſt, and that is fromthe holy and ſolemn Covenant you late- 
ly have taken to amend your {ives. - The excellency of a 
Chriſtian is not ſo much in taking a Covenant as in keeping 
of it when taken. And theretore we reade of 7/iah, 2 Chro. 
34+31,32. that he did not onely make a Covenant to walke af- 
ter the Lord, and to keepe his Commandements with all his heart, 
&c, bur hecauſed all that werepreſent in Jeruſalem and Ben- 
jamin to ſfand to it. For itthat man ſhall never goe to Hea- 
venthat will not keepe his promiſes though made to his hurt, 
how much morethallthey be barr'd from Heaven thatbreat 
thoſe promiſes that they have made tending to their eternal good, 
To breake Covenant is not only a brand of a Reprobate, ( as 
you have heard )bur it is alſoa finnethat God hath a quar- 
rel! - ar a finne for which he will be avenged, ac- 


cording to that Text, Levit.26.25. An4 Twill bring a Sword 
upon you, that ſhall avenge the quarrell of my Covenant. And . 
this is one greatreaſon why the Sword 1s now drawne in | 
England, and hath ſucked ſo much bloud, even to avenge (i 


che great breach of 0aths and Covenants, which this Nation | 
is deepely guilty of. Let me make bold further to remind 
you, that in this Covenant you have alſo vowed, in order 
#0 the preſervation of them,to aſſiFt the forces raiſed by theParka- 
ment, according to your power and vocation, and not to [2 [| 
the forces raiſed by the King, neither direttly nor tndtretHly.And = 
I doubt not but you will make conſcience to fatisfie theſe F 
rwo clauſes, = herein you ſhall expreſle the reality of [| 

G3 your 
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your thanks for this great deliverance this day celebrated. 
Now becauſe the ſpeedy, faithfull and couragions appearance 
in this great Cauſe of defenſive Armes, 1s one Of the highelt 
expreſons that you can yeeld to the world of your love to 
God and his Goſpell, and to his ſervice ; Give me leaveto 
ſpeake ſomething abour it, not only by way of Exhorta- 
tion, but firſt by way of Commendation, then Exhortation, 
then by way of Inconragement,and then I ſhall conclude. 
I. Firſt, By way of Commendation. | 
| Commer- Suffer me to ſpeake that which 1s due to you, and not in 
| £242-. mine own words, but to ſpeake_the ſenſe of all the well- 
affected in the Kingdome; We bleſſe God, thar though 
there are many fallen Starres, many Lords that have deſer- 
red the Parliament, that yet you ( Right Honourable) (tand 
firme like fixed Starres in your 0rbes, and have taken un- 
wearied paines tor the good of the Church and Stare. and 
have ventured all for your Religion and Liberties, and ma- 
ny of you loſt a great part of your revenewes for the pre- 
ſent, and have pafſed many ordinances very advantageous 
tothe Kingdome. The Lord be bleſſed for all the good you 
have done\ The Lordrecompencett to you and yours ! The Lord 
ho grant you may find mercy from the Lord at that great day! It 
| 15 not the deſigne of the well-affeted party to take away 
BS - Temporall Lorajhips, or the diſtinction between Lords and 
Þ Commons, and to bring all to a popular equality. This 1s 
an Anabaptiiticall fury. 1 protelt againſt it in the Name of 
all the Well-aftected Miniſters. Indeed we would be glad 
to be rid of Spirituall Lords over our conſciences, But as for 
Temporall Lords, we pray with David, The Lord give 
Axe. You good ſmcceſse, Ride 0n and proſper. Thus much for com- 
fold Ex= mMendation. 


hortation Now for Exhortation, 
to Noble. 


Eh Let meexhort you not only to chooſe to ſerve God, and 
particular, T@ ferve us Church and his Cauſe inthis moſt juſt defer- 


ſeve 


| 


was a Chriſtian, Simplicianus anſwers, Non credam, nec de- 


=” 
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ſive Warre, but ro doe it .with thoſe rare and remarkeable 
circumſtances formerly mentioned in Toſhuas choile. 

Firſt, Let me perſwade you to appeare, more and more 
pwblikely in this Cauſe, There are many that thinke it fir 
onely fo poore men that have nothing to looſe, to appeare 
openly in a good Caule, bur as forthole that have great 
Eſtates, it becomes themto be wary and circumſpec, and 
to ſeeke rather to ſave their Eſtates then to hazard all, 
Such aone was Nicoaemws that came to Chriſt by night, 
though afterwards he repented and amended, as youmay 


--reade,, Tohn 7.50, Such were thoſe chicte Rulers, 7oh. 


I 2. 42,- That beleeved in Chriſt, but durit not confeſſe 
him fo feare of the Phariſees, leajt they ſhould be put out 
of the Synagozue. And many {uch there are in our dayes. 
Bur a true Chriſtian 1s {o far trom being hindred by his ri- 
ches and greatneſle from appearing for God, that he is glad 
that he hath riches and Honours to looſe tor God, he re- 
ceives joyfully the ſpoiling of his goods. He willingly parts 
with all for Chriſts Cauſe. And it you aske him why he 
dothſo, he will anſwer with Paulus Nolanus, Vt lewin 
aſcenderet -ſcalam Tacobi, That he might goethe lighter to 
Heaven. . He ſaith as that famous Noble-man Hormiſdas 
did, who when he was depoſed from all his Honours be- 
cauſe he would not forſake his Religion, and afterwards 
reſtored to his Honours again,and then commanded by rhe 
King of Perſiato renounce his profeſſion. Anſwered,s1 prop- 
ter iſta me denegaturumChriſtum put as jſta denuo accipe. It you 
thinke I will deny Chriſt tor to keepe my Honours, rake 
them all back againe. S. Auſtin in his Contefſions relates 
an excellent Story of one Yidtorinus a great man at Rome 
that had many great friends that were Heathen, but it pleg- 
ſed God to convert him tothe Chriſtian Religion, and he _ 
comes to one Simplicianws, and tells him ſecretly that he 
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putaho te inter Chriſt 14n0s, niſt in Eccleſia Chriſt; te widere. | 1 
L will not beleeve theeto bea Chri/tiar, till T fee you open- 
ly profeſſe it in the Church. Ar fir(t Vittorinus derided © 
his anſ\ver, and ſaid, Ergore parietes faciunt Chriſtianum ? 
Doe the walls make a Chriſtian 2 But afterwards remem- 
bring and often pondering that Text of our Saviour, Hes 

Marks, that i aſhamedof me before men, I will be aſhamed of him before 
| 38. my Father ,&c. he returnes to $;mplicianus, and profeſſerh 
 himſelfe openly in the Churchto be a Chriſtin. ' Let this 

Text of Chriſt alwayes ſound in our eares, He that is aſha- 

med of me,&c. Andthat Text, Revel.21.8, where the feare- 
| full are put inthe fore-front of thoſe that ſhall goe to Hell, 
before murderers, whoremongers and Iaolaters,&c. And re- | 
member alſo the publikeneſle of 7oſhnzs choice. 
2, Secondly,Let me exhort you to goe on more and more J- 
reſolutely inthis great Cauſe. T! == ”y beloved bretheren 
be ye ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the worke_> 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as you know that your” labour is not in | 
waine in the Lord, It 15 not enough to doe the worke of the 
Lord,and to abound init, but we muſt doe it ſtedfaſtly and 
unmoveably, ſtedfaftly as a Tree taſtned1n the ground, thar 
is not removed though the winds blow never ſo much; 4 
#wmmoveable 14S x Rockin the Sea, that ſtands faſt though 
the Sea rageth and roareth roundabout it. Forthere are 
ſo many,and ſo mighty Anakimsand Zanzummims that are 
your enemies, ſo many temptations both ot the right hand 
and of theleft, both flattering and frowning, fiery tryalls, 
and golden Apples. So many mountaines of oppoſition 
lying in your wy, that unlefle you be indued with this ex- 
cellent grace of ſpirituall reſolution, you will never be able 
rodoe God any ſervicein theſetimes, Butthis admirable * | 
; _grace of divine fortitude and Chriſtian reſolution, will 
"A make youlike 4 wall of braſſe, to beate backeall the arrowes 
hy of ſtrong perſwafion,that are ſhot againſt you. This is Ar- 
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mY mour of proofe, againſt all kind of temptations. This 1s as 
the vaiaſt of a Ship, to keepe you ſteddy in this great Cauſe, 
without wiich you will be 4i4»y:, men of double- mind; 
unſetled and untablein all your wayes. This is like the Awgel 
that roulcd away the ſtone from betore the doore of the 
Sefulcher, this will inable you either to remove the great 
mountaines that lye in your way, or to ſtride over them. 
Excellent 1s the Story of S.Baſel{. The Emperour ſent to 
him to ſubſcribe ro the Arrian Hereſie The Meſlenger at 
firſt gave him good language, and-proniiſed him great pre- 
| ferment it he would curne Arrian. To which Baill an- 
ſwered. Alas, theſe ſpeeches are fit to catch little children 
withallthat looke after ſuch things, but we that are nouri[hed and 
taught.by the holy Scriptures, are readier to ſuffer a 1000. 
deaths, then zo ſuffer one ſyllable or title of the Scripture tobe 
altered, The Meſlenger oftended with his bolcnelle, told 
him he was mad. He anfwered. Opto me 13 #1ernum (ic de- 
lirare, 1 with I were tor ever thus mad | Here was a ſtout 
Cedar, Such another was I uther, J'nus homo ſolus totins 
orbis impet um ſuſtimurt,” Luther alone oppoted all the world. 
Such anotiier was Nehemiah, who met with ſo much oppo- 
{1t13n, that had he not bin ſecled by a ſtrong and obſtinate 
rel ſolution, he could never have rebuil4ed the Temple, but 
wouli haveſunke hn the midſt of it. Such a one was Da- 
wid, tiat would notbe hind cred trom fighting with Goliah 
though he met: with many cilcouragements, The Lord 
make you ſuch. Ir is)reſol#t:0z that will make you valtant 
for the truth, that will make Afurtyrdome as pleating as a 
bed of Roſes, that will make you like men of fire, and a!l that 
oppoſe you as ſtubble, that will make you ſay witii that 
'N cod Martyr, Though we had as many itves as haires 07 0ur 
head, we would looſe them all rather then looſe our Religion. The 
Lord fill your hearts with this grace ! 
Thirdly, Iam to belcech you that you would indeavour 
ro 
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to approve your ſelves more and tore faithfall to this 
Cauſe. It is with t1s as it was with Nehemiah wheh heun- 
dertooke the great worke of rebuilding the Temple, he 
was oppoſed by grext men elpectally. The Nobles of Te> 
koah refuſed to pnt theit necks to the yoake of the Lord. This is 
an etetnall brand upon them, Nehem:3.5. Many of the 
Nobles of Iadah, did ſeeme to helps Nehemiah, but they 
kept ſecret correſpondency with Tobiah, and tarried with Ne- 
hrmjah only to give private intelligence to the enemy, and 
to weaken his hands from going oh in the worke, Neh.6. 
19. Thus it was in Nehemiah s dayes. And this is one of 
the miſeries of Civill Warre above all other kinds of 
Warte : For there are alwayes ſome falle brethren, ſome 
tudiſſes in civill Warre. But I beleeve betrer things ot you. 
The Lord make you more and more faithfull to his Cauſe! 
Remember what became of das for his treachery. 

Foiitthly, Suffer me to put you in mind of the [þcedineſſe 
df Toſhuas choice. Toſhna had not his Religion to chooſe,and 
thetefore he did not demurre upon his choice.  Methinks 
L heare the whole Kingdome bveſeeching you greatly and 
ſaving as the Ruler did ro Chriſt in another caſe, ' The 
Kintdowme lieth at the point of death, make haſte, oh make haſte 
to heale us. The whole Kinzraome 1s on frre, make haſte to quench 
the flames that onr ſinnes have kindled, Nothing will deſtroy 
Enzland more then delay. 

Fitthly, Let tne periwade you to doe ſore extraordinary 
ſervice for the K1#gaomt that is now 1m extraordinary danger. 
Toſhuzs choice was extraordinary. Though all 7jrael tor- 
fooke God, Toſhua was reſolved to ſerve God alone. God 
hath done extraord:nary thier tor you, he hath advanced 
you above thouſands in outward mercies, hee: hath 
done extraoraimary things for this 2auſe which you ttand 
up tor, he hath given us an extraorainiry deliverance this 
diy, and theretore he expets extraordmary fervice from 
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you. He lookes you ſhould fay and doe as Efther, 1f 7 pe- 
riſh T periſh. And let that Text I beſeech you lye neare 
your hearts,and reade it aggine and againe. Thinke notwith 
your [les that you ſhall eſcape inthe Kines houſe, more then all 
the Jewes,for if you altegether hold your peace, enlargement and 
deliverance ſhall ariſe 30 the Jewes from another place, but you 
ard your fathers houſes ſhall be deſtroyed, and who knoweth whe- 
ther you are come to the Kingdome for ſuch a time as the ? 
He lookes you ſhould venture your ſelves as 7sſeph of A- 
r/mathea d1d, of whom it is related, that he was a»/ch man 
and yet was notatraid to owne the cauſe of Chriff, when 
Chriſt was deadupon the Crofle, He wert to Pilate and beg- 
ged the bedy of Ieſus. He expects you thould be like Ebed- 
welechthat hazarged hts vo to helpe Jeremiah out of prifon, 
hkero Noah who walked with G of all the world wal- 
ked with iniquity, and was like a ſparke of fire in a Sea of wa- 
ter, and yet continued his heite. Like to David, who when 
Michal mocked him for dancing before the Arke ,anfwered, 
It is before the Lord, and I will yet be more wile then thus Cc. 
When you are derided for hazarding lives and eſtates in 
this cauſe, you muſt reply. 1t zs for God and his Relizion, 1 
will yet be more wile then thus, Ohthat the Lord would give 
you 8 heart to ſtudy to doeſome (ingularthing for him ! 

: Sixthly, You muſt doe all this, not onely 2 your own per- 
ſons, but you and your houſes, you and your Tenants, you and all 
that depend upon you. For every Maſter of a family ſtands 
accountable to God for his family as well as for himſclte ; 
For theſe publike relations, and ſubordinations of Maſter and 
ſervant, Father and child,&c. are trom Gods apporntment, 
and are parts of our Stewardſhip, for which we miſt give a 
ſevere account. And it 1s a certaine ruje, That man u not 
a coed man, that 1s not good in all bis relations. For there are 
diaies required of us by God jn eyery relation ( as Ma- 
ſters, as Fathers, as Magiſtrates, as Pe ee 
] H 2 c 
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The ſame Gedrthat requires usto ſerve him as private per- 


ſons, requires us to ſerve him in our relations, and though 


thou beeſt never ſo caretull otthy duty as a private perſon, 
yet thou mayeſt goe to Hell forneglecting thy duty as a 
M-:ſter, as 4 Maziſtrate, as a Parliament-man. And although 
thou ſhouldeſt be goodin one relation, yet it thou doeſt not 


inceavour to be good in every relation, thou ſhalt never goe + 


ro Heaven. Forthe fame God that commands thee to ſerve 
bim as a Maſter, commands thee to ſerve hin as a Parl;a- 
ment-man,%C. And he that kcepes the whole Law, and offends 
in one point is gmlty of all. Here 1s a Sea of matter offers it 
ſelfe, and matrer of great concernement for the regulating 
of Noble-mens families, which are 1n many places rather 
Beth-avens then Bethels ;, houſes of iniquity rather then 


houſes of God. But I muſt notlaunch into this Ocean : 


as y 


On2ly remember that in the New Teftument, when the Ma- 


#er of the Familywas converted, all the family was baprized, 


and what God faith of Abraham, Gen.18.19. and what 
David faith, P(al.181.2,3,6,7. and what is ſaid, Exod.20, 
11. Thou aid thy ſervant, Thus much for the Exhor- 
tations. 

Now tor I#cour a7ement ; 

And there 13 great need to incourage Nole-wen that ſex 
their faces to looke after Chriſt, and to ſerve him after 2 
ſtrict and holy manzer, and that venture all in this Cauſe, 
t» g0e On maugre all oppolition. For we lne in times 
Whercin We may take up that complaint of Sa/vian, S1 quis 
ex nobilitate convertt ceperit ad Deum, ſi.tim honorem Nolili- 
fatis amittit: Oh quantzs eſt 19 populo Chriſtiano honor Ch ri- 
ft, ubi Religio igno-ilem fact ! &f malt cornntur ee 30- 
biles ae wites habeantur, It any of the Noaility begin t9 
be converted to God, preſently they begin to looſe ( in 
the eye 0: the wicked) all the honour of their Nobility. 


How lutle is the Name of Chxiſt eſteemed amongſt thoſe 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians where Religion makes a man ignoble, and men 
are compelled to be wicked, that they may be accounted 
Noble. Artrue picture of our wicked tines. Suffer me 
therefore to offer unto youthele following incouragements., 
as helpes againſt all the diſcour2gements you meet withall 
in the zealous and reſolute proſecution of this great cauſe 
now in hand, 

1. Thecaule you manage i$4n ncouraging cauſe. Ttis the 
cauſe of God, And let meſayto you as Luther to Melanithon. 
If the cauſe be no! Gods, why aoe ye not who!ly deſert it, bu: if 
it be Gods cauſe, why doe you not goethroxzhwithit. This is a 
Dilemmathat cannot be evaded. Theglory of God is im- 
barked 1n the ſame Ship 1Þ which this caute is in. And you 
ny lawtully plead with God, as Toſhua doth, Teſh.7.9. and 
as Moſes doth,Numb.14.15,16. 

2. You have an ?ovwaging God, methinkes I heare 
God ſav ro you as he dothro Toſhuah 1.6. Be ſtrong and of 4 
good conrage, Sc. and verſe 7, onety be thou trons and very 
conuragtous,&c. And verieg, Have not I commanded thee, 
Be (ireng and of 4 7004 couraze, be not aſraid, neither be thou 
diſmaicd, for th: Lord thy God 1s with thee, whitherſoever thou 
goeit. And as Joſhxah {aid to the people of Iſrael, Numb. 
14.7. So doth Goto you. Feare not the people of the Land, 
_ for they are bread for us, ther a: fence is depared from them and 
the Lord ts with us, feare them not. And as Moſes ſaid, Exo. 
14-1314. Soſaith God, though yoar enemies be as tall as 
the Anikims : though the rea Sea ve before you, and Te F- 
2 ypiians behind you, teae then not, tor the Lord fights 
for you. The God whote cauſe you manage 1s infinite in 
power, wiſdom and goodneſie, he hath brought us into deeps, 
not todrowne us, but to waih away our {pirituall altiu- 
. nefſe; not to deſtroy us, butto manit<!t his power 11 Our 
deliverance; he willdelivecr us by weake m22ancs, 2nd by con- 
trary means, and he will make uſe ofthe treachery, of your 

nt gd ; enenues, 
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enemies to be 2 mtanes to deliver you, as he hath done thy 
day. He will kill Goltah with his owne $ word.,aud bane Raman 
upon hus owne gallows. Hewill ſtrike ſtrait ſtroakes with crooked 
ſticks ; as he made the treachery of Toſephs brethren to be a 
meanes to adyance Toſeph, and the falſenefie/of Judas to be a 
way to faveall his elect children. | 
3-You have zzcourazing Promiſes, Ex0d.23.22,23. Levit.. 
26.6,7,8. Deut.28.7. 1 Sam. 25,28, Ia. 41.10,11,12,13,: 
14,15,16,17. I{a.54.17. AText common to all Gods peo- 
ple, becaule itis {(4idto be the heritage of the ſervants of the 
Lord. Here are fix Texts like fix pillars to underihore our 
ſpirits from falling into diſcouragements. Caſt your elves 
into the boſome of thele Promiles. 
4. You have iaconragine examples. For we cannot be in 
2 lower condition then Tonah was, when he was in the 
Whales belly, tanquam wivmws tn ſepulchro, and yet God 
commanded the W hale ro deliverhim fate upon the ſhoare. 
Wecannot be in a worſer eſtate then 7eremy was when he 
was inthe dungeon, and fankein the mireſo deepe, as that 
30. men could hardly lift him up ; or then Peter was when 
he was ready to finke : orthen Moſes when put in an Arke_ 
of bull-ruſhes, &c. Or then the chuldren of 1ſrael were in Ba- 
bylon, who werelike dry bones 1n the grave, inſomuch as 
EXekrell himſelte could not tell whether they couldlive, or 
as Petey when put 1n priſon by Herod, And yet notwith- 
ſtanding God ſent a blackworeto deliver Jeremy. Teſws Chriſt 
reached out his hand to keepe Peter from {inking. God (ent 
Pharaohs daughter to preſerve Moſes :-And Cyrus to deliver 
Iſrael out of B bylow. And he ſent his Angell to deliver Pe- 
zer out of priſon. Indeed Peter himſelte did not believe ur, 
no more d1d the Church that was praying for him. God 
ſent them a returne of prayers, while they were praying, 
but they beleeved it not. And thus God hath often done 
torus. Comfort one another with theſe examples, and 
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carry this home for your everlaſting conſolation. Gol ne- 
ver ſnffers h1s children to mtet with a huge unremoveable difhi- 
enlty, like the ſtone before the doore of the Seputcher, but he ſends 
ſome Anzell vr other to remove it away. 

5. You have an 1nconrarime Captaine, eventhe Lord Je- 

ſus, who isthe great Peace-maker, Who ts oa peace when the 
Aſſyrian i inthe Land, Micah 7. 9. He hath taken downe 
the partition wall, he hath made our peace with God. Let 
the dtepes of onr £144ll warre call upon the acepes of peace that 
arern Chriſt. Let us beſeech the great Peacc-mmakey to take 
downe the great partition wall betweene King and Parliament, 
to make Father and Sonne of one mind, It Chriſt makes 
the peace, it muſt needs be good. Jetus Chriſt came into 
the world, when the Jewes were in the taddeſt condim- 
on, in the depth of flavery (for the Scepter was departed 
from 1wdah ) and in the aepth of drviſions, tor they had {0 
many ſeverall Sects, as rhey could hardly tell whar Religi- - 
on they were off. In this fad condition $S//0hþ came. Let 
vs beſeech Telus Chriſt to come into Eneland in this low e- 
ſtate, and to bring peace with him, even that *Chrilt who 
defcendedinte the loweſt parts of the Earth for onr ſakes, and 
whoſe love ts a depth that cannot be fathomed, FEphel. 3. 17,18. 
The drepes of our miſery call upon the depth of his love and 
mercy, that God tor Chriſt ſake would pardon out wr de 
of ſinnes both perſonal and nationall, and Lina us out of our 
abyſſeofmileries, both perſonall and national. 

6. You have incour 171g company, you havethe Lord of 
Hoſts to accompany you, and I may {xy without the leaſt 
degree of uncharitablenes,you have the mayor part Of Cx0ds 
people on your ſide. | 

7. You have rmconragime weapons, Prayers and teares, ta- 
fting and humiliation. As Ambroſe ſpake to AuSluns mother 
by way of incouragement. That a Somme of jo 91479 teares 


Corld j16t milcrriy. So wiky I fay and I hope proove a true 
Comld 110} miſcarry. SO may 1 lay 2 Proves: 
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n Preached 
Prophet, That a Nation of ſo many prayers and teares ſhall not 
be deztroytd, God never yet deſtroyed a Nation, wherein 
there were {o many of his children praying, faiting, humbling 
themſelves, and eſpecially at {1 uch atume, when they are en- 
ering into a ſole-pme Covenant of reforming their lives(2s now 
weare) it they indeavourto doe theſe things with alltheir 
heart and ſoule—. 

8. You have [RCOUYATING threatnines againſt the enemies 
of Gods Church. God hath threatned, Zach. 12.2,3.6: t9 
make Jeruſalem a cp of poyſon, and all thar offer to ſiwatlow 
Teruſalem (hall be poyfoned with it; to make Jeruſalem a bur- 
denſ(ome tone, and all that thinke tO cruth {eruſalem {hall be 
cruſhed by Jeruſalem + 20 make h1m like a fire, and all his eae- 
mies like wood to be devoured by him. God hath threatned 
concerning the plots of your enemes, Pſalm. 64. 5,6,7,8,9, 
10. This Scripture 1 this day ful filled in your eares. The Lord 
give 15 gr ace to declare his works, and wiſely to conſider of his 
doings. God hath likewite accompliſhed thoſe two rare 
Scriptures, Pſal. 7. 14, 15,16,17. Pſal.9.i5,16. Let us 
adde our part, Let ws praiſethe Lord accoraing to his righteouſ- 
neſve, let us ſing praiſe to the name of the Lord mijt þ 7h, Higz- 
£410n, Selah. 

'9. You have the mcouraging providence of God, The great 
and wile God, who 18 our Father, hath from all eternity 
decreedawhart thall be the iflae-ofrheſe warrs. There is nos 
thing done 1n the /ow?r Houſe of Parliament vpon earth, but 
what 18 decreed in the b:2her Houſe of Parl:ament in Heaven, 
All the /efer whe:les ace ordered and over-ru'ed by the up- 
per wheel's, An exccllent Story oft a 7 0477-MAR That WAS At 
Selina mighty tempeſt, and when all the paſſengers were 
at their wits end tor teare, he onely was merry, and when 
lie was asK' the reaſon of his mirth ; he anſwered, That 
the Pulot of the 5hip was h:s Father, and he knew his Father 
woutd have 4 care of him. Our heavenly Father is our Pilot, he 
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firCar the ſterne, and though the Shup of the Kingdome be 


Lena | 


ready to finke, yet be of good comtort, Our Prlot will have Luk. 12.6, 


4 care of ws. Ave n0t five ſparrowes ({aith Chriſt) ſold for two 
farthings, and not one of them ts forgotten before God, One 
ſparrow 15 not worth haltea tarthing : You ſhall not have 
halte a farthings worth of harme, more then God hath 
from all eternity decreed. God hath all ourenemies in a 
chaine. Andit a child faw a Lion or a Beare in his deare Fa- 
thers hand chained, to as he might be ſecure his Father 
could keepe the chaine from being burſt, he would not be 
afraid. And this we are ſure God can doe. A 1000000. 
Cyphars ftand for nothing, unleſje a f gre be joyned to them, All 
men and devits are but cyphars without God. An heait of men « 
nothing without the Lord of hoaft. The devill cannot goe be- 
yond his tedCer. 
0b. Bur God permirsthe enemy to exercile greatcruelty 

_ upon his own people,andto take away the lives of his chot- 
ſeſt ſervants, witnes the Novle Lord Brooke, and now lately 
that worthy Gentleman M."Hampaen. 
__ Anſw.1. Lertus not betroubled that God permits Our ene- 

mies to doe ns {Oo much hurt, but rather be comforted that 
they can doe nothing, but what our wiſe aud moſt loving 
God permits, and fore-decrees for the good of h1s chularen, 
- 2. Tanſwer with our bleſſed Saviour. Feare notthem that 
can but kill the body, and after that can do 9 more. It 15 no great 
marter ( in Chriſts opinzon) to have the body killed, The 
body is bur the Cabizet, the Tewell is the {oule. And if the 
Tewell be {atein Heaven, no great marteres havethe Cabruet 
broken. Ir is ſaid of King 7oſtab, that he ſhould goe to his 
grave in peace, and yet hedied in a battell. He that dyeth 
with the peace of a good conſcience, dieth in peace, though be be 
killed in abattell. Bleſſed is. the man that breaths out bis lait 
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breath in doing God ſervice. Hethart dies fighting the Lords 
battels dies a Martyr. Anexcellentthing tor a Mini#ey bs 
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die preaching, and a ſouldier die fehting. Ir 1s but winking 


with our cy75 asthe Martyr {aid ) and we are preſently ia Hea- 
ven. Blefled and rwice blefied are thole thatuiec in the Lord, 
andforthe Lord. 

3. God many times takes aw 1y his choiſe®? ſervants, be- 
caule we idol; them too much, as he did the King of Swe- 
aAen, Andallo becaule he would teach us to tru? only to his 
hel ve, who will del; wer us by weake 115truments, when he takes 
away trone and abl c Instruments, th, 04 he ” 1y have all thes 
zlory. 

Laſtly, You have 7ncour 4717 wo mos And ſures 
ly it any Natton under Heaven may reafon from experi- 
ence, aad rely upon Experiences tnis Nation may. God 
hath delivered bs from the Beare and the Lion, from the Spa- 
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iſh navyin Eighty eight, and f{ince from the Gan-pouder 
Treaſon , trom Civ:ill warres betweene Scotlind and Enz- 
lI1ind, And when there was 2 vel! Ine to bring rhe Army 


up agar it London. God diathen delivers; And-when 


we were in the alle y of the red horſe {as it 1s calieq) neaie 
Ela -h1il, where the Enemy thought to have cait us downe 
the Hill asthe lewes world have ſerved Clit, tren God 
dill allo deliverus. Aili for ti cyue we are here this 
Day, t» p'21'e Giad for 2 won 'erfull and mruraculous 


Deliveran e. Ani ther fre wee muy confidently iay 


wit rhe - VS = £56 1.1.10. i1'bo d:'tvered 45 this 
day trom {» Treat a 1.1% 214 doth detrver, wn whom weew 
tr4it that e wail jt ne is, EE 6 WT) 2ble that 
We M ir T-We nt ur (0 TC MM )nt FO oh , hee rooke 


2 Rol4 Of God 11 1s =] F142 rex 31 15 oh en, be- 
ys by that R1 Go! 124 tormerly done wonderfull 
things for his p2ople + aid the very figar of that Rod 
did incourage roſes to truſt in Gol from the ex <PETICNCE 
of his for.ner goodnee. Let us never 20e 19 our pray- 
ers, bur let us carry the Rod ot God 1n our = | and 
heart» 
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heart. I meane the ſolemne and ſerious conten. plati- 
on of this dayes. Deliverance, and of Gods former 
 wondertull goodneſle , and let us fay with the Apo- 
ſtle, 2 Tim. 4. 17,18. Notwithſtanding the Lord- 
ſtood with me and ſtrengthned me, &C. and Iwas 
delivered out of the mouth of the Lion. And the 
Lord ſhall deliver me from every evill 
worke, and will preſerve me unto his 
heavenly Kingdome ;, to whom 
. be glory for ever and ever, 
Amen. Amen. 


